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Newsletter for June 2016 
Pioneer Memorial UMC: Sunday Worship at 9:30 a.m. 
Location: Corner of Center and Washington, Independence 
 

Bishop First UMC: Sunday Worship at 9:30 a.m.   
Location: Corner of Fowler and Church, Bishop 
 

Big Pine Community UMC: Sunday Worship at 4:00 p.m.  
Location: Corner of Crocker and School, Big Pine 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Get Weekly News Delivered to Your E-mail! 
 

To sign up for our Weekly E-News updates, enter your email 
address in the request box on the home page at bishopumc.org.  

 

Save paper and postage by switching to an email version                       
of the monthly newsletter, too!  

 

To modify your subscription, contact the Church Office.  

Please send articles,  
ideas, and detailed  
event information  
to a church office  

by June 20.   
Thank you! 



2 

  Eastern Sierra Shared Ministry Newsletter      June 2016 

Independence   —   Big Pine   —   Bishop 
 

Sharing God’s love with the people of the Eastern Sierra 

Have a question?  
 

Contact the Bishop Office at 760-872-7701  
Big Pine at 760-938-2320, or 

Independence at 760-878-2236.  
 

Bishop Office Hours: M-F, 9am-1pm 
 
 

Need a Pastor outside of office hours?  
 

Call any Church Office and leave a voicemail,  
and we will respond when able. In case of  

emergency, call any Church Office and dial 9. 

Upcoming Sunday Worship:  
 

  June 5 — Luke 7: 11-17 
 

June 12 — Luke 7:36 – 8:3 
Galatians 2: 15-21 

Bishop — Honoring Graduates 
and Celebration of Baptism 

 

To notify the Pastors of a Graduate, 
Please contact the Office with name, 

grade / degree completed, and school.  
 

June 19 — Father’s Day 
 

June 26 — Luke 9: 51-62 
Galatians 5:1, 13-25 

Celebrating United Methodist Ministry in the Eastern Sierra 
 

On June 5th, we will celebrate the 15th anniversary of the incorporation of Bishop UMC’s             
non-profit 501(c)3 organization, United Methodist Social Services. What is now known as The 
Friendship Center, an Alzheimer’s Day Care and  Respite Center, was established in 1999. 
However, in order to continue to receive a state grant, the church needed to create an extension 
organization to receive those funds. Over the years, other programs have been added to UMSS, 
including the Soup Kitchen, Independent Living, Spirit of Recovery (now Re-Entry and Re-
covery), Bishop Garden, and Overflow Blessings.  
 

The Social Services provided by UMSS are just the tip of the iceberg. Throughout the Eastern 
Sierra, we support our local schools and teachers; respond to disasters; raise funds for mission 
projects; provide food for the hungry; offer hope in the midst of challenging circumstances; 
open our hearts, minds, and doors to all people; offer opportunities for worship, fellowship, 
service, and learning; and so much more.  
 

Our shared history of reaching out in service and love to the communities of the Eastern Sierra 
stretches much farther back — 145 years, to be exact. This fall, we will celebrate the 145th            
anniversary of the first Methodist pastor being appointed to the Eastern Sierra (stay tuned in 
next month’s newsletter for more information about our Rally Day celebration).   
 

As we celebrate our past, we also look ahead to the future, listening to what God has in store 
for us next, as a Shared Ministry that serves the entire Eastern Sierra. In particular, we will 
look for specific ways that we can reach out to children and families in our communities,               
offering Abundant Life (see p. 4).  
 

As Bishop Elaine Stanovsky (Rocky Mountain Conference) reminded us in her sermon on the 
last day of General Conference, “God is not finished with us yet!”  

~Pastors Matt & Erin 
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Vacation Bible School 2016

 
 

Monday, August 1 — Thursday, August 4 
5:30pm—7:45pm 

 

All children are welcome,  
from ages 3+ to graduated 5th graders.  

 

Located in the Bishop United Methodist Center 

 

Check website at bishopumc.org for more info, including registration, in coming weeks!   
 
 

We are currently in need of donations* of the following items:  
 

Beach Balls 
Inflatable Beach / Pool Toys 

Sand Toys (buckets, digging tools, etc.) 
Beach Umbrella (for decoration) 

Sea Shells, Driftwood, and other Beach Décor 
 

For more information about what we are seeking,  
or to volunteer to help with decorating, please contact the Church Office. 

 

*NOTE: if you would like to loan items and get them back after VBS, please print your name clearly on them! 

2016 Summer Camp @ Camp Wrightwood 
 

Campers will explore what it means to have a “Fearless Faith” as 
they focus on being courageous in order to be fearless. The courage 
to be a part of a community, the courage to trust in themselves and 
the community, the courage to forgive and be forgiven, the courage 
to take a stand, the courage to do justice, the courage to change, and 
the courage to connect with other communities.  

 

Younger Elementary: June 29-July 2, 2016   Older Elementary: June 26-July 2, 2016 
 Junior High: July 24-30, 2016    Senior High: July 17-23, 2016 
 

You can find more information about Church Camp at calpaccamps.org.  
Scholarships are available! Please contact the Pastors to learn more.  

http://www.bishopumc.org
http://www.calpaccamps.org


4 

 “We've imagined no malaria; now let us imagine abundant health!”  
 

~Thomas Kemper, General Secretary of the General Board of Global Ministries of The UMC (May 18, 2016) 
 

At the General Conference gathering in Portland in May, we celebrated 
the success of Imagine No Malaria! This  includes: 
 2.3 million mosquito nets distributed, protecting 4.6 million people  
 300 clinics were improved, equipped, and provided with malaria 

prevention commodities 
 13 health boards were trained to serve the people in 16 countries: 

Angola, Burundi, Cote d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Guinea, Kenya,  Liberia, Malawi, Mozambique, Nigeria, Rwanda, 
Sierra Leone, South Sudan, Uganda, Zambia, and Zimbabwe  

 5.6 million lives impacted for the better! 
 

Now, we are taking the next step. Abundant Health: Our Promise 
to Children will be our primary global health initiative for the 
next four years. The program aims to reach 1 million children 
with lifesaving interventions by 2020. It will focus on four core 
areas (identified by an extensive survey of 59 countries) around 
the world: maternal and child health, water and sanitation, hunger 
and nutrition, and access to health care. The survey also indicated 
the top U.S. health challenges: mental health, non-communicable 
diseases, substance abuse, and aging and the elderly. 
 

“As United Methodists, we find care and concern for children rooted in our social principles, 
where we talk about putting children and their families first,” said Thomas Kemper. “Our goal 
for Abundant Health is to promote the physical, spiritual, mental, and emotional health of          
children worldwide.” 

 

The project will be led by Dr. Olusimbo Ige, executive director of UMCOR’s 
Global Health program, and her team. As a Nigerian, Dr. Ige has witnessed 
firsthand how the lack of medical services can impact a child. “Abundant 
Health is a way for us to combine the work we have done overseas, taking care 
of people who are facing chronic needs, and bring it back to the United States,” 
said Ige. “We are thinking about people in our own communities who lack the 
healthy qualities of life they need to sustain themselves.” 
 

“A lack of abundant health is not only when you are sick, it can also mean that your potential 
for good health is not fully realized. We want to connect with every child in every place, and 
we are calling on every church and every individual to join us in this effort.” Abundant Health 
challenges U.S. churches to develop support systems for treatment, education, and prevention 
in their community by promoting physical activities, encouraging healthy diet and nutrition, 
providing education for tobacco and drug free living, and promoting mental health education.  
 

Some ideas include: providing fruits and vegetables at potluck dinners, creating opportunities 
for children to exercise or a space in the basement for a gym, hosting summer food camps, or 
inviting someone to talk about substance abuse. Ige says, “We want everyone to … see what 
United Methodists are doing to affect their communities for good.”  
 

What do you feel called to do to nurture Abundant Health in the Eastern Sierra?  

I came  
that they may 
have life,  
and have it  

abundantly. 
 

~John 10:10 
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Bible Study 
 

We are currently studying Half Truths: God Helps Those Who Help Themselves 
and Other Things the Bible Doesn’t Say, by Adam Hamilton. Our fourth session, 
during the week of May 30th, will focus on the saying, “God said it, I believe it, 
that settles it.” Our fifth session, during the week of June 6th, will focus on the 
saying, “Love the sinner, hate the sin.” In particular, we will look at what the         
Bible actually says related to those topics.  
 

We will meet at noon on Tuesdays in the Bishop Adult Lounge, at 5:30 pm on 
Tuesdays in Big Pine, and at Noon on Thursdays in the Independence Social Hall. 
All are welcome! 
 
 
 

The Faith Club  
 

We typically meet 6:00-7:30 pm on the first and third Thursday of month at Ray’s 
Den in Independence (405 N Edwards). We gather to ask hard questions and              
discuss issues of faith and belief openly and honestly in a safe space, with others 
who are seeking truth and knowledge. All are welcome!   
 

We are finishing up Across Many Mountains: A Tibetan Family’s Epic Journey 
from Oppression to Freedom, by Yangzom Brauen on Thursday, 6/2.  
 

For our meeting on Thursday, 6/16, we will begin reading and discussing Into the 
Magic Shop: A Neurosurgeon's Quest to Discover the Mysteries of the Brain and 
the Secrets of the Heart, by James Doty.   

The Shared Ministry Directory is almost ready!  
 

Thank you for helping get all of the information in place for our Shared 
Ministry Directory! Printed copies of the Directory will be available         
beginning Sunday, June 5, 2016.    
 

If you decided to include your email in the directory, you can access             
the digital version of the directory by downloading the free Instant 
Church Directory app, on Google Play, Amazon (for Kindle Fire), or the 
Apple Store. You may also access the digital directory online at             
members.instantchurchdirectory.com. To log in, enter the email address 
that you submitted with your contact information, and follow the                
directions to log in for the first time.  

 

The system will only recognize your email address and allow you to login if you choose to 
have it showing in the directory as part of your contact information. To change these settings, 
please email the Church Office with the email address you would like to use, along with your 
name and a request to adjust settings to be able to use the app.  
 

One great benefit of this program is that we can update the directory at any time. To add or 
change your contact information, or to add a photo, please email the Church Office or provide 
a hard copy to the Office.  
 

A special thanks to Bobbi and Sandee for helping with data entry, Linda for office support, and 
the many volunteers who helped collect information forms, take photos, and check accuracy of 
information.  

https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com
mailto:directory@bishopumc.org?subject=June%20Newsletter%20Directory%20Article
mailto:directory@bishopumc.org?subject=June%20Newsletter%20Directory%20Article
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2016 Flower Calendar!   
 

Donate altar flowers in Bishop in memory or honor of someone special!  
Print your name clearly on the Flower Calendar in the office hallway  
or call the Church Office. Arrangements can be ordered from Devon’s 

Flower Patch, purchased from another local store, or brought from home. 
If you need assistance with delivery, please let us know. Thanks!   

 

Sign up to provide snacks or host Fellowship Time! 
 

 Hosting is a wonderful way to get to know  
one another. Teaming up with friends is fun 
too. Sign-up on the poster in the Fellowship 
Hall in Bishop or Independence! For more        

info, talk to Marlene S. or Sandee B.  

Do you like to knit or crochet? 
 

Put your skills to good use by joining the Knit Wits’  
prayer shawl ministry. You can even participate from home!  

To learn more about this meaningful way to care for those in need, 
and to receive prayer shawl patterns, contact Donna T. 

Volunteer for Shower Ministry 
 

 The Shower Ministry is in need of a few good people to wash towels;  
it can be as often or as infrequent as you wish. If you are interested,  

please contact Roberta C. or the Church Office. 

Volunteer Sound Technician 
 

This ministry helps ensure full participation for those with              
hearing difficulties, the home bound, Sunday School teachers, 
and others who are unable to attend worship on a regular basis.  

Contact Chris L. and volunteer for one Sunday every  
4-6 weeks to work the Bishop Sanctuary sound system  

for Worship. Complete training will be provided. 

Volunteer at the Independence Community Garden 
 

The Independence Community Garden has a work night for one 
hour on the third Monday of each month during the growing         
season. For most of the summer, we will meet at 6:00 p.m.  

For more info, contact Sandee B. 
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 Independence July 4th Pie Sale 
 

Calling all pie makers!  
 

Pioneer Memorial UMW will be holding their annual 
Pie Sale on July 4th at Dehy Park in Independence,  

and we are in need of pies and helpers. This is one of 
our major fundraisers to support our mission giving.  

 

They must be fruit pies that do not need refrigerated. 
Pies need to be received between 11:30 am and noon    
at Dehy Park. If you are unable to drop off your pies, 

please contact Pastor Erin to arrange delivery.  
 

We start selling at noon, and keep going until we are 
sold out. Last year, we were done within the hour.  

Need more information? Contact me or call the  
Church Office. Thank you! 

 

~Sandee Bilyeu 

Firework Stand 
 

We will again have a firework stand in Big Pine to support Big Pine              
Community UMC and raise monies for the Shared Ministry Fund to 

support all three churches. All fireworks are Safe, Sane, Legal, and Fun! 
 

Sign-up sheets will be available shortly, or you can let Doris Bird,  
Pat Calloway, or the Pastors know if you are willing to volunteer  

for one of more 2 hour slots. The stand will be open June 28-July 4.  
We will also need help with set-up and tear-down. Thank you!     
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Food, Fellowship, and Fun for All!  
 

The “Fireside Friends” Fellowship Group invites you to  
come join the fun, as Bill and Sharon T. (and many other  
helpful friends) host a tri tip beef barbecue at their ranch  

in Round Valley on Saturday June 11 at 5:30 pm.  
 

The cost will be $8 for adults and $5 for kids.  
 

Everyone is welcome!  
 

*However, you do need to make reservations so we know how much meat to order.  
Reservations can be made on Sunday, June 5, or you can call the Church Office. 

 

Also, on July 23 there will be a Fireside Friends get together at Betty & Winn W’s home.   
See next month’s newsletter for details. 

Tintabulations Coming Soon!! 
 

Those people who have already experienced the beauty, energy, and vigor of the  
Tintabulations Handbell Ensemble will undoubtedly be coming early for their seats.  

Those of you who have not yet heard this wonderful concert will experience something  
extraordinary! Hope to see you and your friends at 3 pm on June 25 in the Bishop Sanctuary!!    

 

~ Janet R. 

A support group for care-givers and those experiencing grief  
is at 4pm every other Tuesday at the Big Pine Church.  

This month, we will meet on June 7 and 21.  
 

For more info, please call Pat C. 
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Dear Friends, 
 

I am so grateful for all of the prayers, cards,  
calls, visits and support during my hospital stay  

and recovery at home. What a blessing to belong to 
such a caring congregation. Many thanks! 

 

Love,  
Gail D. 

A Big Thank You from “Team Susan” 
 

Thank you once again for the tremendous support you have given us  
over these past two and a half years! To honor you, thank you,  

and hopefully do something significantly meaningful, we are making  
a contribution in your honor to the "Imagine No Malaria" campaign.  

 

On May 24 (a week from this writing) Sue will be undergoing two more surgeries.  
In the next newsletter (July) we will have an update as well as a poem to share with you.  

 

Love you OODLES!   
 

May you be able to see the abundant blessings of God all around you EVERY DAY! 
 

~Sue and John C. 

We would like to offer a joyful Thank You to Don K., our pyrotechnic  
extraordinaire, who helped make Pentecost Sunday so special!  

  

The streamers that covered the sanctuary were a wonderful reminder of the  
all-encompassing (and often surprising!) power of God’s Spirit in our lives. 
Thank you for sharing your skills in such a beautiful and meaningful way!  

  

With gratitude,  
The Bishop UMC Worship Committee 

To the secret coloring book donor:  
 

A number of women in the Bishop Church received  
a special gift of a meditative coloring book of  

Inspirational Designs for Women of Faith.  
Thank you so much for your thoughtfulness!  

 

While we don’t know who you are, we are grateful  
for this surprise gift of love and care! 
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Bishop United Methodist Women 

 

June 2016 
 

 

While we (each) have our particular views of what we want from any group or individuals in 
our lives, most of us have learned that relationships are more important than proving how            
correct our personal views are. Adam Hamilton, the senior pastor of The United Methodist 
Church of the Resurrection in the Kansas City area, recently spoke about the United Methodist 
Church being a “big tent” church, able to embrace a wide variety of people. The same is true of 
United Methodist Women, allowing us to listen to each other, to care for each other, and to 
work together for the sake of others. 
 

Thinking of what lies ahead for our church as a whole body, as well as what lies ahead for our 
country as a whole nation, I want to share the words of the Response magazine’s editor in the 
most recent issue, as I believe they are very appropriate to the circumstances we are in today. 
 

“Whatever has been decided at General Conference, someone has been or is still hurting,  
someone has lost hope, someone has lost faith. Our prayers cannot end.   

Our radical love cannot cease. Your faith, hope, love in action is still needed.”  
~Tara Barnes 

 

I wish I had come up with those words, but I can at least repeat them: Our prayers cannot end.  
Our radical love cannot cease. Our faith, hope, and love in action is still needed.   
 

~Karen S., Bishop UMW President 

UMW Upcoming Events in June 
 

Crafty Ladies — crafting sessions on the first three Thursdays in the Education Building 
from 9:00am-10:30 am. (June 2nd, followed by lunch at a restaurant, June 9th, and June 
16th); No meeting on June 23rd; planning meeting on June 30th. 
 

Gleaners — Tuesday, June 7th, at 10:00am in the Adult Lounge. Please read chapters two and 
three (they're short) in Treasures in the Darkness. If you need a copy, contact Karen S. 
 

UMW Luncheon and Program — Thursday, June 9th at Noon in the Bishop Adult Lounge. 
Come hear Ginnie Chadwick tell about her work with the Big Horn Sheep. Hope you will be 
able to make this presentation. For more info, contact Dorothy W. or the Church Office. To       
request child care, call the Church Office.  

LAST CALL ... 
 

This is last call for formals and accessories for the Philippines.  
Please contact Sue C. or the Church Office. 

Thank you. God bless us, everyone. 
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Crafty Ladies  

 

(for all women, not just crafty ones!) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We welcome all women to our Thursday gatherings (see dates for June on page 10).  
 

If you have craft ideas to share, we’d love to see samples or photos (and thank you to Marie H. 
and Pat W. R. for sharing and working on their ideas).  
 

If you want to cut or tear, pin, baste, hand stitch, glue, stuff, or anything else of a crafting            
nature, please join us.  
 

If you would like to take home a project to work on because Thursday mornings are not                 
available to you, please let us know that.   
 

All that work goes toward making items to sell at our annual bazaar, to benefit all of the            
United Methodist Women’s missions, locally and elsewhere. We laugh a lot and share each 
other’s sorrows, too. 
 

If you are “down-sizing” and would like to donate items in very good condition to our 
Grandma’s Treasures section, please let us know. We can also use Ball or Kerr canning jars 
and lids (only those, please).  
 

In addition, we can use donations of jeans, Christmas décor in very good condition, colorful 
old (but clean) sheets. 100% cotton is best for the sheets, to be used in making the rugs we sell. 
Jody C. is willing to teach others how to make them, so if that interests you, please contact us. 
 

Questions?  Call Karen S. or Marti H.  

 

Hello Ladies — 
 

We had a great time hiking at Convict Lake in May, 
as you can see from the photo to the right,  

and we are looking forward to hiking with you  
again for some exercise and ladies’ time. 

 
 

To get the details of our upcoming hikes, or to be 
connected with the monthly coordinator, 

contact the Church Office. 
 

 June: Mary A. 

 

 July: Marcia W.  
 

 August:    Karin C.  
 

 September: Stephanie M.  
 

 October: Alonna Giacomini 
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Calendar of Events  
Pioneer Memorial UMC 

 

Date Time Event / Location 

Thursday, 6/2   9:00am  

Noon 

6:00pm 

Finance-Trustees / Social Hall 

Bible Study / Social Hall 

Faith Club / Ray’s Den 

Sunday, 6/5 9:30am 

10:45am 

Communion / Sanctuary  

Potluck! / Social Hall 

Thursday, 6/9 Noon Bible Study / Social Hall 

Friday, 6/10  5:30pm Eastern Star / Social Hall – This is a closed meeting. For 

more info, please speak with EvelynMae N. 

Sunday, 6/12 9:30am Worship / Sanctuary   

Wednesday, 6/15 9:30am Commodities / Sierra Baptist Church 

Please bring donations by 9:25am.  If you are unable to 

do so, please arrange another time with Pastor Bancroft.  

Thursday, 6/16 6:00pm Faith Club / Ray’s Den 

Sunday, 6/19 9:30am Worship / Sanctuary        

Monday, 6/20 6:00pm Garden Work Party / Independence Community Garden 

Located on Market Street, between Clay and Rosedale.  

Sunday, 6/26 9:30am Worship / Sanctuary 

Sunday, 7/3 9:30am 

10:45am 

Communion / Sanctuary  

Potluck! / Social Hall 

Monday, 7/4 Noon UMW Pie Social / Dehy Park 

Enjoy a piece of pie a la mode and support mission at the 

same time! To help set up, or to donate pies, please arrive 

at 11:30am.  

Thursday, 7/7 6:00pm Faith Club / Ray’s Den 


