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Get Weekly News Delivered to Your E-mail! 
 

To sign up for our Weekly E-News updates, enter your email 
address in the request box on the home page at bishopumc.org.  

 

Save paper and postage by switching to an email version                       
of the monthly newsletter, too!  

 

To modify your subscription, contact the Church Office.  

Please send articles,  
ideas, and detailed  
event information  
to a church office  

by March 20.   
Thank you! Sunday, 

March 13, 
2016 
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  Eastern Sierra Shared Ministry Newsletter  March 2016 

Independence   —   Big Pine   —   Bishop 
 

Sharing God’s love with the people of the Eastern Sierra 

Have a question?  
 

Contact the Bishop Office at 760-872-7701  
or office@bishopumc.org,  
Big Pine at 760-938-2320,  

Independence at 760-878-2236. 
 

Bishop Office Hours: M-F, 9am-1pm 
 
 

Need a Pastor outside of office hours?  
 

Call any Church Office and leave a voicemail,  
and we will respond when able. In case of  

emergency, call any Church Office and dial 9. 

Waiting for Easter 
 

Wait. Be patient. The storm will pass. The spring will come.    ~Robert Schuller  
 

It seems fitting that Lent is set at the end of winter, as we wait for the warm weather to return. 
The days that were far too short just weeks ago begin to stretch a bit longer, and the heads of 
the daffodils begin to push through the hard ground, signaling that Spring is not far off.  
 

This year was a bit strange — two weeks after a major snow-storm, our boys were playing  
outside in 70-degree weather. By all appearances, spring is here; and yet, we know that in all 
likelihood, there will be more winter storms before the “real” spring arrives. The questions 
begin again: Will the fruit trees bloom too soon? Should I start planting my garden? When 
should I turn on the swamp cooler?  
 

We watch and wait for the sure signs of new life, hoping they will be obvious. And yet, as the 
sun sets a bit too soon each evening, we long for the perfect weather of spring, when the days 
are warm and the sun stays up after dinner, when we will see signs of new life everywhere.  
 

Lent is a time of preparation, a time of waiting, so that when the New Life of 
Easter breaks forth, we will be ready to see it for what it is, and witness to it 
with our full lives. When life is challenging, it often seems as though the light 
will never come, as though the possibility of resurrection and transformation 
seems too remote to matter.  
 

But wait — Jesus is with us in the midst of the struggle, walking alongside and giving us 
strength for the journey. Be patient, friends — remember that Jesus has been on this Jerusalem 
road  before, and New Life is on the horizon. We are not alone — this storm shall pass, and 
Spring will be coming soon, shining forth from an empty tomb.  
 

Pastors Erin and Matt 

Sunday Worship:  
 

  March 6 — Reconciled 
Psalm 32, Luke 15, 1 Cor. 10:1-13 

    

March 13 —  God Will Make A Way 
Psalm 126, Isaiah 43, John 12: 1-8 

Don’t forget to set your clock ahead one hour! 
 

March 20 — Palm Sunday Cantata 
A Service of Scripture & Song 

Luke 19, 22, 23 (selected verses) 
 

March 27 — Easter Worship 
(see p. 3 for details on Holy Week services) 
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Easter Baskets for Bishop Children 
 

It’s time to fill Easter Baskets again! We are providing filled Easter Baskets for 
41 Bishop preschool children from low-income families this year. We are in 
need of the following, by Thursday, March 17:  
 

*Small stuffed animals (6 inches or smaller)   *100% Juice boxes  
*Individually wrapped snacks / candy (no peanuts or peanut butter, please) 
*Shampoo        *Bar Soap 
*Hair brushes / combs      *Toothpaste / Toothbrushes  
*Boxes of Washable Crayons or Markers  *Additional $$ (to purchase extra supplies) 
 

Help fill the baskets after Worship on Palm Sunday, March 20, 2016! 

Palm Sunday — March 20, 2016   
 

Palm Sunday Cantata by the Chancel Choir  
9:30am — Bishop UMC  

 

A Service of Scripture & Song 
9:30am — Pioneer Memorial UMC 

4:00pm — Big Pine Community UMC 

 
 
 

Maundy Thursday — March 24, 2016 
 

Potluck Dinner and Worship 
5:30pm — Big Pine Community UMC  

 

Bring something to share for dinner,  
followed by worship and communion  

as we remember the Last Supper.  
 
 
 

Good Friday — March 25, 2016 
 

Tenebrae Service 
Noon — Pioneer Memorial UMC  

7:00pm — Bishop UMC 
 

 

Easter Sunday — March 27, 2016  
 

Independence Community Son-Rise Service 
7:00am — Seven Pines (West of Independence) 

 

Easter Celebration 
9:30am — Pioneer Memorial UMC 

Bring fresh flowers to decorate the Cross!  
 

Easter Worship, Egg Hunt, and Butterfly Release 
9:30am — Bishop UMC 

 

Easter Celebration 
4:00pm — Big Pine Community UMC 

Preparing for Easter during Holy Week: 
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Lenten Study 
 

We are continuing our six-week Lenten study on the Gospel of John, based on 
Adam Hamilton’s book, John: The Gospel of Light and Life. Alongside the 
weekly chapter of Hamilton’s book (if desired), please read from the Gospel of 
John each week. Week of Feb. 28: Ch. 12-17; Week of March 7: Ch. 18-19; Week 
of March 14: Ch. 20-21. We will take a break during Holy Week, and start a new 
study in April. Other classes are available Tuesdays at Noon in the Bishop Adult 
Lounge or 5:30pm in Big Pine, or Thursdays at Noon in Independence . 
 
 

The Faith Club  
 

We typically meet 6:00-7:30 pm on the first and third Thursday of month at Ray’s 
Den in Independence (405 N Edwards). We gather to ask hard questions and              
discuss issues of faith and belief openly and honestly in a safe space, with others 
who are seeking truth and knowledge. All are welcome!   
 

We are beginning our new book, Across Many Mountains: A Tibetan Family’s 
Epic Journey from Oppression to Freedom, by Yangzom Brauen this month. This 
is a powerful, emotional memoir and an extraordinary portrait of three                
generations of Tibetan women whose lives are forever changed when Chairman 
Mao’s Red Army crushes Tibetan independence, sending a young mother and her 
six-year-old daughter on a treacherous journey across the snowy Himalayas     
toward freedom; you can learn more at acrossmanymountains.com.  
 

For our meeting on Thursday, 3/3, please read through page 53 (The Hermitage), 
and for Thursday, 3/17, please read through page 104 (Escape). 

John and I would once again like to say a HUGE thank you  
for the support from all of you over these past many months.  
We so appreciate the prayers that helped us return to Bishop.   

It is WONDERFUL to be home again after having been gone over half a year!   
You have been great in your help and encouragement for both John and me. 
Thank you too for cards:  get well, birthday, Valentines and Anniversary.   

We love you all and are truly grateful for your friendship and love.   
 

Fondly,  
Sue C. 

 

Thank you for your generous gift  
to support my ministry. 

 

~Paul Jeffrey  
(United Methodist missionary  

in covenant relationship  
with Bishop UMC) 

http://www.acrossmanymountains.com/
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Egg-cellent Easter  
Egg Hunt Helpers 

 

Bishop UMC needs volunteers to: 
 

*Fill eggs during Holy Week 
*Hide eggs on Easter Morning 

*Hand out / retrieve extra baskets & plastic eggs 
during and after the Easter Egg Hunt 

 

Please talk to Pastor Erin! 
 

2016 Flower Calendar!   
 

Donate altar flowers in Bishop in memory or honor of someone special!  
Print your name clearly on the Flower Calendar in the office hallway  
or call the Church Office. Arrangements can be ordered from Devon’s 

Flower Patch, purchased from another local store, or brought from home. 
If you need assistance with delivery, please let us know. Thanks!   

 

Sign up to provide snacks and/or Host Fellowship Time! 
 

 Hosting is a wonderful way to get to know one another.   
Teaming up with friends is fun, too.  

Sign-up on the poster in the Fellowship Hall in Bishop or Independence! 
For more information, talk to Marlene S. or Sandee B.  

Do you like to knit or crochet? 
 

Put your skills to good use by joining the Knit Wits’  
prayer shawl ministry. You can even participate from home!  

To learn more about this meaningful way to care for those in need, 
and to receive prayer shawl patterns, contact Donna T. 

Overflow Blessings is looking for Volunteers! 
 

Our hours of operation are Monday, Thursday, and Saturday from 10 am to 2 pm. What are the 
qualifications, you ask? Here they are …  
 

* You will need a smile, a heart, and a few hours to spend using them. 
*   The job is simple and fun: sort donations, accept financial gifts, and 
 visit with guests! 
*   You can choose the days you are able to ‘work’ and just let me know. 
*   You will ‘work’ with another volunteer who also wears a smile and 
 has a heart! 
 

That is it! All money collected at Overflow Blessings goes to support UMSS programs (United 
Methodist Social Services). UMSS programs include: The Soup Kitchen, The Friendship           
Center (Alzheimer’s and Dementia Day Care and Respite), The Shower Ministry, Independent 
Living, The Spirit of Recovery, and Friends of the Bishop Community Garden. 



6 

 

Community Forum to Explore  
Community Response to Assembly Bill 109 

 

Presented by United Methodist Social Services 
 

The first community-wide breakfast forum will be at the Bishop 
United Methodist Center at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, March 5th. The 
breakfast is free and open to the entire community.  

 

The United Methodist Social Services is sponsoring a series of community-wide breakfast      
forums, which will provide dialogue with community leaders as we explore the implications of 
AB109 and 117, historic legislation that has helped California close the revolving door of low-
level inmates cycling in and out of state prison. AB 109 is The Cornerstone of California’s           
Solution to Reduce Overcrowding, Costs, and Recidivism as related to California prisons.  

 

This is our opportunity to begin organizing for effective participation in the process of helping 
assimilate returning inmates into their communities. This may include: providing assistance 
with housing, employment, health and educational opportunities, recovery from addiction           
resources, and mentoring services, all of which help facilitate a smooth re-entry process. A 
smooth re-entry in turn will help reduce recidivism and reclaim the lives of former inmates  
into productive citizens. 

~Pastor Caddy 

Are you looking for new ways to support community ministries?  
UMSS is looking for new Board Members and Volunteers! 

 

UMSS programs include: The Soup Kitchen, The Friendship Center (Alzheimer’s and             
Dementia Day Care and Respite), The Shower Ministry, Independent Living, The Spirit of              
Recovery, and Friends of the Bishop Community Garden. The Governing Board of UMSS 
meets monthly (second Wednesday at 2:30pm) to provide oversight for these projects.  
 

In addition to a heart for community ministry, we are particularly seeking volunteers with gifts 
in the following areas: maintenance, accounting, grant writing, advertising, government           
licensing for programs, and / or experience with recovery from cycles of addiction,                      
homelessness, incarceration, or enabling relationships.  
  

If you, or someone you know, might be interested in exploring new ways to support these life-
changing ministries, please contact the pastors at the Church Office or Retired Pastor Caddy, 
the chair of the General Board.. 



7 

 

 

 

Everyone is welcome to the monthly Fireside Friends gatherings, such as the fun Valentine’s 
Party we recently had! We enjoyed a fun evening of food and free Bingo on Saturday, Feb. 20, 
2016 in the Fellowship Hall. Everyone brought something to add to the potluck and enjoyed 
games and lots of laughter, while many also won fun door prizes (see photo above).  
  

In March, we encourage everyone to attend and enjoy the Eastern Sierra Community Auction, 
on Saturday, March 12, 2016, from 6:30-8:45pm in the Bishop Fellowship Hall. There will be 
a live auctioneer, silent auction items, delicious appetizers and desserts, and lots of fun with 
friends! Best of all, any money you spend will support community missions and ministries. 
See you there! 

On Sunday, January 10, 2016, Rita W. became a member of the 
Bishop congregation of the Eastern Sierra Shared Ministry, with 
her friends and sponsors by her side: Gail D. and Bob M. 
 

Rita grew up as a Catholic, but had left the church as an adult, 
preferring to practice her faith in other ways. She was drawn to 
this congregation, as a “serving church,” and has been blessed 
by the welcoming community and commitment to Christian           
service that she has encountered here.  
 

Rita is looking forward to participating in the Knit Wits’ prayer 
shawl ministry, and is considering other ways to grow more  
deeply in her faith as a member of this congregation.   
 

Welcome, Rita! 

More New Members will be joining on February 28th, and again after Easter.  
Be sure to welcome Rita, and all our upcoming New Members! 

 

If you would like to know more about joining your local congregation and  
deepening your participation in the faith community, please talk to a Pastor.  

Left: Barry C., talking with Lloyd and Dorothy W.  
Right: Jody C. (wearing her door prize) and Winn W.  

Photo Credit: Karen S.  
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SATURDAY, March 12, 2016    
6:30 – 8:45pm 

 

In The Methodist Center 
At Bishop United Methodist Church 

 

LIVE AUCTION - SILENT AUCTION -  
DESSERTS & APPETIZERS 

FREE DOOR PRIZES - FREE ENTRY 
 

The proceeds from this event help so many people in our Eastern Sierra Community  
and is fun for all, whether you are bidding on items or not! 

 

Here are just some of the items to be auctioned: 
Original Paintings and Prints   -   Art Objects   -   Restaurant Gift Certificates 

Handgun Course for Four Days at Front Site in Pahrump   -   Mule Days Tickets 
Hand Painted Sunday School Chairs    -   Dessert a Month    -   Custom Baked Pies 

Gift Baskets, Merchandise and Gift Cards from Local Merchants 
Outcast Super Fat Cat Float Tube plus Flippers, Life Vest, and Pump 

Salmon Dinner for 4 plus Stargazing through 11” Telescope 
Spinet Piano including Tuning   -   Quilt Hanging    -   Dichroic Glass Clock 

Millpond Music Festival Tickets  -  Concert in the Rocks Tickets  
Four 53” River Run Tubes   -   Two Men’s 10 Speed Bikes   -   Photo Tripod 

Hair Products and Services from Local Salons   -   Microwave Oven 
Trip to San Juanico, Mexico for 5 Nights including Air Fare 

(Enjoy paddle boards, surfing, dune buggy, ATV, fishing, etc.)  
A 15 gallon Tree Planted in Your Yard    -   1999 Dodge Caravan    

AND SO MUCH MORE! 
 

Child Care Available with a Reservation    -   Call 760-872-7701. 
 Please note: this year we will not be accepting collectibles.     Credit Cards will be accepted for all Auction items.  

 
 

Tickets, Posters and Donation Forms are available at the Auction table  
every Sunday during Fellowship Time, and also in the Church Office. 

 

We need your help to make this event a wonderful success! For example:  
 Think of your favorite hairdresser, shop, dentist, local packer, or anyone you do business with  

in the community, then take them a poster, some FREE tickets, and a donation form!  
You can pick up the form, or they can email or fax it to the Church office. 

 

You can also donate: Original art, matted and/or framed. Dog sitting. Gift certificates.  
Gift cards. A day of fishing in your boat. An old vehicle. Your handyman / woman services,  

art or music lessons, house cleaning services, or any other talent you possess.  
Do you have a vacation place you can donate for a few days? The ideas are endless!  

  
 

Proceeds Benefit our Community Ministries, such as: 
Soup Kitchen – Friendship Center – Spirit of Recovery – Shower Ministry – Independent Living 

 

This year, a portion of the proceeds will also benefit  
Disabled Sports Eastern Sierra and the Wounded Warrior Center, Mammoth Lakes 
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Bishop United Methodist Women 
March 2016 

 

March is a month filled with anticipation:  
Easter is coming!  

 
 

We need to get through Lent …through Palm Sunday … through Holy Thursday and Good 
Friday. It’s always been this way, although not always in March. We can’t skip over to the 
special days of this season. It takes preparation. 
 

Our voting deadline is after the newsletter deadline, but the ballots turned in so far support 
both our slate of officers and the 2016 budget. One question came up about the budget: Why 
do we budget for Soup Kitchen and the Friendship Center instead of to United Methodist 
Social Services as a whole? Just as we don’t send a single amount to our  District UMW in 
support of Missions and let them decide how to divide it, we choose to support the Soup 
Kitchen and Friendship Center, which overlap somewhat. If we gave a single amount to 
UMSS, we would not know how much would reach those two programs.  Perhaps the UMSS 
Board would decide that another program needed the money more. If you want an additional 
amount to be given to other UMSS programs or the UMSS General Fund, please provide a 
suggestion to the board (through a board member or the Church Office). Our income has 
grown over the past few years, enabling us to increase giving mid-year beyond what was 
budgeted, so we can consider other suggestions later in the year, as well. As you might also 
guess, we are not always in agreement as to how much to give to any particular mission. 
Compromise and consensus often comes into play. However, since everyone is not at board 
meetings, we don’t know your questions unless you tell us.  
 

Our faith is strong, our hope is in God, and because of that, we want to be love in action. Part 
of being love in action is asking and answering questions. I recently read a list of “Ten Ways 
to Say No,” and thought it needed a companion piece on how to say “Yes.” We encourage you 
to say “Yes” to God through the church, but sometimes it is important to say “No.” Thus, I’m 
providing the “No” list with the suggestion to be prayerful about your choices: 
 

1. No 
2. I can’t give you an answer right now, but I’ll let you know by [set a date].  
3. I’m not able to commit to that right now. 
4. I really appreciate being asked, but I can’t do it.  
5. I understand that you really need my help, but I’m just not able to say yes to that 
6. I’m going to say no for now. I’ll let you know if something changes. 
7. I’m honored that you would ask me, but the answer is no. 
8. No, I can’t do that, but here’s what I can do. 
9. I don’t have that to give right now. 
10. Under different circumstances, I’d love to, but right now I can’t. 

 

I especially like #8. What’s your favorite? If you have some ideas for the “Yes” list, please let 
me know before March 20th, and  I’ll create a list of ten ways to say Yes. 
 

Finally, the board thanks Alana F. for her years of service as our Treasurer. It’s not an easy 
job, and Alana’s done a wonderful job, even in the midst of needing to travel south often for 
family time. We’re also thankful that God encouraged Sharon T. to say “Yes” to serving as 
our new Treasurer.               ~Karen S., Bishop UMW  President 
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From the Outside Side of  
"The Other Side of the White Picket Fence"... 

 

Something from Sue C (UMW Spiritual Growth) 
about: P R A Y E R   

 
 

As of this writing, I have returned to Bishop (just in time for Valentines' Day), and for Lent 
this year, I am giving up Southern California! It is good to be home! However, we will be 
heading south again soon for a doctor's appointment and a UMC event that will allow me to 
participate in another prayer workshop.  
 

I am so very grateful to each and every one of you who have been part of what we refer to as                         
“TEAM SUSAN” for all or a portion of these past two years. I appreciate the time and              
energy you put in to your prayers, as well as all the other ways you showed support to me and 
to John.  This has all been quite the journey! I have come through this time with... 
 

ONE:  a faith stronger than ever before (and I have been on a personal faith walk 
for 55+ years). This walk has included rocks and bumps in the road with 
many, many ups and downs to experience and conquer. I have not lost my 
faith nor seriously questioned it, and I have spent very little time pondering 
the why me's and what if's. For this, I am grateful.   

 

TWO:  a belief that our God, as revealed in the Bible, is:  

 supercalifragilisticexpialidocious-ly awesome!  

 (That means almost nearly perfectly awesome; and the only part that isn't 
perfect is still awesome, because even the term “awesome” is inadequate to 
describe our God!) 

 

THREE: an understanding that prayer is an amazing tool that we should be using 
throughout each and every day, even if we don't understand it or know               
exactly how to make use of it.  

 
 

I have also learned new things about prayer in recent weeks: 
 

Wisdom from Scripture:  
 

“Is anyone of you in trouble? He should pray. Is anyone happy?  
Let him sing songs of praise. Is any one of you sick?  

He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil  
in the name of the Lord. And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well;  

the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. Therefore,  
confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed.  

The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”   
 

~James 5: 13-16 
 

 

“Surely then you will find delight in the Almighty and will lift up your face to God.  
You will pray to him and he will hear you, and you will fulfill your vows.  

What you decide on will be done and light will shine on your ways.” 
~Job 22: 26- 28 
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P R A Y E R … continued: 

 

Wisdom from Other Christians:  
 
 

“Worship is reflection.  
We reflect to God those things for which we are thankful.  

Thanksgiving is reflecting back to God all we have received,  
with praise and prayer and worship.”  

~Pastor Diego Mesa, January 23, 2016 on TV 
 
 

Prayer is a special place.  
It is somewhere we can go exercising confidentiality.  

We share from our heart and from our life.  
We tell God about our need for peace.  

We define our home by where the Holy Spirit fills us.  
We find ourselves blessed by each other and our church.   

~Pastor William de Bos, Jan. 24, 2016 (Escondido FUMC)  
 
 

“Prayer is to focus on God.  
It is a way to offer praise and adoration. It is a place for confession.  

It is a shelter where we can forgive ourselves and others.  
It is a space to listen for God.  

Prayer is a place we go to develop intimacy and confidence and trust with God.  
 

In the words of Thomas Aquina (a 13th century Italian theologian and priest):  
Grant me, oh Lord my God,  

a mind to know you, a heart to seek you,  
wisdom to find you, conduct pleasing to you,  

faithful perseverance in waiting for you,  
and a hope of finally embracing you.  Amen.” 

~Here for Good, Valencia UMC E-Blast, Jan 11, 2016 

 

Peace be with you this Lenten season. May you find / take time for prayer and thanksgiving. I 
am thankful for you! Remember, prayer is not just for the UMW Secret Prayer Sisters! (But 
please do take a look at p. 13 to learn more about that program!) 

~Sue C. 

Upcoming Bishop UMW Events 
 

March 1 — Gleaners will meet at 10 a.m. in the Adult Lounge.  Please read pp. 84-96 in 
How Is It With Your Soul? List areas of challenge and consider ways to move forward. 
 

March 3, 10, 17, 31 — Crafty Ladies: The March 3rd meeting will be followed by lunch 
at a restaurant, and the 31st will be a planning meeting. We will not meet during Holy Week. 
 

April 7 — Lunch in the Bishop Adult Lounge at noon, followed by a program presented by 
Sandy Burns Hinkel, who will share about her year long trip around the world during                 
2014-2015. For information, call Dorothy W. To arrange for child care, please call the Church 
Office at 760-872-7701. 
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United Methodist Women’s Retreat in the Works  
 

Hello Ladies! I hope you are ready to relax. Keep your eyes and 
ears ready, because we will be announcing the dates for our 3rd           
Annual Ladies Spring Retreat very soon! All of the women of the 
Eastern Sierra Shared Ministry are welcome and invited! 
 

This year’s theme is Lavender Springs Spa. We will be studying 
the book of Psalms. Be prepared to relax and open your hearts to 
the Word of God as we come together in fellowship and prayer. As 
you know, our past retreats have been a unifying and uplifting     
experience, filled with fun activities and thought provoking study. 
 

We've laughed, shed a few tears, and had a great time. Together, we enjoy an environment of 
encouragement and a safe place to communicate from the heart. Please invite friends and               
family to join us! Thank You and we'll keep you posted!              ~Brenda M. 
 

Are you interested in attending the Western Jurisdiction UMW Meeting in Salt Lake City in 
April 22-24, 2016, for a time of fellowship, worship, celebration, and learning? If enough 
ladies want to go and see where A Fresh Wind is Blowing, we will carpool and drive together 
to the event, and split the cost of hotel rooms.  

 

What to look forward to at Quadrennial Meeting:  
    + Meet Nominees to UMW Directors, Western Jurisdiction Leadership Team,  

and Committee on Nominations Members 
   + Observe the Election of UMW Directors by voting delegates 

   + Meet women from around the Western Jurisdiction and beyond 
   + Enjoy a Saturday evening banquet with a variety of entertainment 

   + Explore the displays of the Nation Mission Institutes in the Western Jurisdiction 
   + Take a mission trip to UMCOR West Depot  

or Crossroads (UMW National Mission Institute) 
   + Praise God through Worship, Bible Study, Fellowship & Celebration! 

 

Speakers Include: 
 The Rev. Paul Jeffrey, a United Methodist missionary, documenting the work of the church 

around the world.  
 Harriett Jane Olson has served as Chief Executive Officer of the United Methodist             

Women’s national administrative and policymaking arm since 2007.  
 Yvette Richards, National President of UMW and member of the General Board of Global 

Ministry (2012-2016). She has held many other leadership positions in UMW, as well.  
 

To learn more specific details about the event, see wjumw.com. For more information about 
attending the event together with other Eastern Sierra women, call EvelynMae.  
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Prayer Fellowship Brunch 
 
 

Save the date: 
Sunday, April 10th — 11:00am in Bishop 

 
 

        Come join in on the festivities for fun, fellowship, food, and prayer. 
 

All women are welcome!   
 

    Bring a friend            FREE MEAL !!!  
 
 

Secret Prayer Sisters' revelation will take place at this time  as well.   
However — you don’t have to attend to participate in Secret Prayer Sisters!  

Simply fill out the form below and return it by Friday, April 1st. Thanks! 
 

PLEASE  R.S.V.P. for this brunch to Sue C. or the Church Office, so we have a head count for 
seating and food preparation.   
 

Would you like to know that someone is praying specifically and intentionally for you  
throughout the entire year? Would you like to pray for another woman in our family of 
faith? Would you like to send or receive a card occasionally and maybe a small gift at birthday 
or Christmas? If these things sound good to you then the Secret Prayer Sister program is                
probably right for you. We have a lot of fun caring for each other and sharing about that. To 
learn more, contact Sue C.   

 

If you would like to participate in the Secret Prayer Sister program this coming year, please 
complete an information sheet (located here in the newsletter or near the bulletins in the              
Sanctuary) and submit it to Sue C. or the church office (via the offering plate is okay). The 
deadline is Friday, April 1st (and that's NO joke!).  

 
 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *  
 

UMC Secret Prayer Sister Information Sheet 
 
 

Name ________________________________   Address __________________________________________ 
 

Email ________________________________   Home  & Cell Phone ________________________________ 
 

Birth Date ___________________   Anniversary  _________________   Favorite Day __________________ 
 

Hardest Day (why) ___________________________________________   Favorite color for self: _________ 
 

Favorite colors for home: Living Rm _______   Bedrm _______    Bath _______   Kitchen/Dining ________    
 

Jewelry (please circle):    goldtone   silvertone   non or pierced ears   wear pins   wear bracelets   ring size ___ 
 

Hobbies: (Y/N): Garden _____   Cook _____   Crafts _____   Sew _____   Other: ______________________ 
 

Collections _________________________________   Favorite Author ________   Favorite Genre ________  
 

Info about family (spouse, kids), years in Bishop, other interests or ??? ______________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 Please complete this form and return to Sue C. or the Church Office by Friday, April 1st. THANKS!   
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Calendar of Events  
Pioneer Memorial UMC 

 

Date Time Event / Location 

 Thursday, 3/3 9:00am  
 

Noon 
 

6:00pm 

Finance-Trustees / Social Hall 
 

Bible Study / Social Hall 
 

Faith Club / Ray’s Den 

 Sunday, 3/6 9:30am 
 

10:45am 

Communion / Sanctuary  
 

Potluck! / Social Hall 

Wednesday, 3/9  9:30am Commodities / Sierra Baptist Church 
Please bring donations by 9:25am. 

 Friday, 3/11 5:30pm Eastern Star / Social Hall – This is a closed meeting. For 
more info, please call EvelynMae. 

Sunday, 3/13 9:30am Worship / Sanctuary – Daylight Savings Resumes! 

Thursday, 3/17 Noon 
 

6:00pm 

Bible Study / Social Hall 
 

Faith Club / Ray’s Den 

Sunday, 3/20 9:30am Palm Sunday Worship / Sanctuary   
We will begin on the south lawn, next to the Ken Avey 
Memorial Tree, and then wave palm branches while             
processing into the Sanctuary for the rest of worship.  
 

(Watch bulletins for an announcement about an afternoon 
Community Palm Sunday Service at Sierra Baptist!) 

Thursday, 3/24 5:30pm Maundy Thursday Potluck & Worship / Big Pine  
Please carpool with friends, and bring a dish to share.  
All are welcome! 

Friday, 3/25 Noon Community Good Friday Service / Sanctuary 

 Sunday, 3/27 7:00am 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

9:30am 

Community Sunrise Service / Seven Pines 
To carpool / caravan to the site, please meet at the church 
at 6:25am. If you are unable to hike, please talk to Sandee 
Bilyeu to arrange for a ride up most of the hill, and bring 
a folding chair if needed.  
 

Directions: Travel west on Market St., which will become 
Onion Valley Road. After about 6 mi., turn right on Seven 
Pines Road. Drive to the round parking area at the end of 
the road, and follow the signs up the hill on the right to 
the worship area.  
 

Easter Celebration! / Sanctuary 
Bring fresh flowers to decorate the cross!  


