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Newsletter for February 2016 
Pioneer Memorial UMC: Sunday Worship at 9:30 a.m. 
Location: Corner of Center and Washington, Independence 
 

Bishop First UMC: Sunday Worship at 9:30 a.m.   
Location: Corner of Fowler and Church, Bishop 
 

Big Pine Community UMC: Sunday Worship at 4:00 p.m.  
Location: Corner of Crocker and School, Big Pine 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Get Weekly News Delivered to Your E-mail! 
 

To sign up for our Weekly E-News updates, enter your email 
address in the request box on the home page at bishopumc.org.  

 

Save paper and postage by switching to an email version                       
of the monthly newsletter, too!  

 

To modify your subscription, contact the Church Office.  

Please send articles, ideas, and                 
detailed event information to             

the church office by February 20.  
Thank you! 
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  Eastern Sierra Shared Ministry Newsletter  February 2016 

Independence   —   Big Pine   —   Bishop 
 

Sharing God’s love with the people of the Eastern Sierra 

Ash Wednesday and the Season of Lent 
 

Ashes to ashes, dust to dust. ~ Graveside Liturgy  
 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. ~ Ash Wednesday Liturgy    
 

The season of Lent, which begins on Ash Wednesday (February 10, 2016) and ends with Holy 
Week, is a time of spiritual preparation. Traditionally, Lent was when baptismal candidates 
would learn and prepare to join the community of faith. It was also a time when those who had 
committed serious sins and had separated themselves from the community of faith were             
reconciled by penitence and forgiveness, and restored to participation in the life of the Church.  

 

No matter where we are on our journey of discipleship, Lent is a reminder of the mercy and 
forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel of Jesus Christ, and the need that we all have to renew 
our faith. We are invited to prepare our hearts to hear the Gospel and experience Christ’s           
sacrifice anew by practicing spiritual disciplines: self–examination and repentance; prayer, 
fasting, and self–denial; and reading and meditating on God's Holy Word. A resource to help 
you determine how best to practice a holy Lenten season is available on the following page. 
Devotion books for the Lenten season will also be available at each worship location.  
 

On Ash Wednesday, we will gather to receive the ashes in the sign of a cross, as a reminder of 
our brokenness and need for God’s never-ending love and mercy.  It is an opportunity to renew  
our commitment to live a holy life, as we enter into this journey toward the cross with Jesus.   
 

When we take time to be holy during the Lenten Season, especially through the ashes and the 
spiritual disciplines, the meaning of Easter grows in meaning and significance. We hope you 
will consider how you can deepen your spiritual walk during this holy time. If you have any 
questions about this time of year, or Lenten Disciplines in general, we would be glad to talk 
with you more.  

In Christ’s Love and Mercy,  

Pastors Erin and Matt 

Have a question?  
 

Contact the Bishop Office at 760-872-7701,  
Big Pine at 760-938-2320, or 

Independence at 760-878-2236. 
 

Bishop Office Hours: M-F, 9am-1pm 
 
 

Need a Pastor outside of office hours?  
 

Call any Church Office and leave a voicemail,  
and we will respond when able.  

In case of emergency, call any Church Office and dial 9. 

Upcoming Worship:  
 

  February 7 —  Communion / 
Transfiguration Sunday 

 

  February 10 — Ash Wednesday 
Independence — Noon 

Big Pine — 5:30pm 
Bishop — 7:00pm 

 

February 14 — 1st Sunday in Lent 
 

February 21 — 2nd Sunday in Lent 
 

February 28 — 3rd Sunday in Lent 
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Lenten Disciplines 2016 
“Lenten disciplines are not temporary additions or deletions but spiritual exercises that perma-
nently alter us.  Instead of forbidding chocolate or adding Bible readings for six-and-a-half 
weeks, Lenten disciplines drive deeply into the religious psyche by asking questions such as 
these” (from Christ's Time for the Church by Laurence Hull Stookey): 
 
 What progress am I making in sharing gladly what I have with others, particularly with the 

stranger and the poor? 
 
 
 What attitudes do I convey to those who irritate me? How can awareness of my own need 

for God's grace enable me to be more gracious to them? 
 
 

 Am I as charitable and thoughtful to my family members as to others? Or do I "take it out" 
on my family when life at school or work gets hectic? 
 
 

 Can I redistribute my long-range personal budget in order to have more money to give 
away? 
 
 

 When I hear someone being unjustly maligned, do I speak up to correct the record, or am I 
a silent accomplice? 
 
 

 How can I more effectively and consistently support legislation and social programs that 
help the disadvantaged rather than hurt them? 
 
 

 In devotional acts of prayer and reading, am I increasing my attention span and discovering 
new ways of listening rather than of talking, of giving thanks rather than of complaining? 
 
 

 Can I plan spaces into my life for unanticipated opportunities to minister to others? 
 
 

 Am I, by consistent attendance at worship, a witness to others of the worthiness of the God 
I follow? Or am I, by my sporadic attendance, suggesting that God is worth serving at some 
times, but not at others? 

 
As a way of being accountable, I will share my plan with at least one other person, 

 and share with that person my experience of Lent during Holy Week. 
 

Signed  _____________________________________________   Date ________________ 
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Pioneer Express Lunch 
 

 Wednesday, February 3 — Noon to 1 pm  
Independence Social Hall 

 

For just $9 per person, enjoy a delicious meal, dessert, and beverage, 
prepared with love by Ellen Harrison. Gluten-free and vegetarian  

options, as well as take-out, are available. Proceeds support  
Pioneer Memorial UMC’s ministry in the community.  

Lenten Study 
 

We will be starting a six-week Lenten study based on the Gospel of John, during the 
week of February 7th. The study is based on Adam Hamilton’s book, John: The           
Gospel of Light and Life. If you would like a copy of the book, they will be available for 
$14 in the Church Office a week before the class begins.  
 
 

The Faith Club  
 

We typically meet 6:00-7:30 pm on the first and third Thursday of month at Ray’s Den 
in Independence (405 N Edwards). We gather to ask hard questions and discuss issues 
of faith and belief openly and honestly in a safe space, with others who are seeking 
truth and knowledge. We are finishing up our current book, The Sisters of Sinai on 2/4; 
please also bring ideas for our next study. All are welcome!  

Celebrate the Super Bowl by Sharing!  
 

On Sunday, February 7, we will be collecting new socks for Soup Kitchen 
guests, as well as non-perishable food items for our Food Cabinets. In        
particular, we need: cans (with easy open tabs) of soup, beans, meat, fruit, or 
vegetables; peanut butter; and dry items such as crackers, dry cereal, granola / 
protein bars. Thank you for your generosity!  
 

Big Pine Worshippers —  
Please note that we will gather at 2 pm for worship on Feb. 7.  

Valentine’s Day Brunch 
 

Sunday, February 14 — 11 am to 1 pm  
Independence Social Hall 

 

All are welcome to enjoy a delicious brunch, 
lovingly prepared by Ellen Harrison.  
Gluten-free and vegetarian options,  
as well as take-out, are available.  

 

Donations support Pioneer Memorial UMC’s 
mission and ministry in the community.  

No reservations needed. All are welcome!  

“Fireside Friends”  
Potluck Dinner and Bingo Party 

 

Saturday, February 20 —  5:30 pm 
Bishop Methodist Center 

 

All are welcome!  
 

Please bring a dish to share.  
 

For more information,  
or to arrange for child care,  

please call the Church Office. 
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Volunteer Sound Technician 
 

This ministry helps ensure full participation for 
those with hearing difficulties, the home bound, 

Sunday School teachers, and others who are  
unable to attend worship on a regular basis.  

Contact Chris Lanane and volunteer for  
one Sunday every 4-6 weeks to work the  

Bishop Sanctuary sound system for Worship. 
Complete training will be provided. 

2016 Flower Calendar!   
 

We are in need of volunteers to donate altar flowers in Bishop! 
Print your name clearly on the Flower Calendar (in memory or  
honor of someone special) in the office hallway or call Linda in 
the church office. Arrangements can be ordered from Devon’s 
Flower Patch, purchased from another local store, or brought 

from home. If delivery is a problem, let us know. Thanks!   

 

Sign up to provide snacks and/or Host Fellowship Time! 
 

 Hosting is a wonderful way to get to know one another.   
Teaming up with friends is fun, too.  

Sign-up on the poster in the Fellowship Hall in Bishop or Independence! 
For more information, talk to Marlene S. or Sandee B.  

Communion at Southern Inyo Hospital 
 

Pastor Erin and others gather at the Skilled Nursing Facility at 
Southern Inyo Hospital on the third Thursday of each month, to 
share worship, fellowship, and communion with the residents of 
the Skilled Nursing Facility. As of this writing, there are no             
residents at SIH. However, the hospital is planning on the patients 
returning in a few weeks — we just don’t know if it will be           
before February 18th. Please watch the Independence worship            
bulletin to see if communion is happening in February. Please                            
continue to pray for the staff and former residents, who are in the 
midst of transition. Thank you for your compassion!  

Do you like to knit or crochet? 
 

Put your skills to good use by joining the Knit Wits’  
prayer shawl ministry.  You can even participate from home!  

To learn more about this meaningful way to care for those in need,  
and to receive prayer shawl patterns, contact Donna T. 
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 Community Forum to Explore Community Response to AB 109 
 

Presented by United Methodist Social Services 
 

The United Methodist Social Services is sponsoring a series 
of community-wide breakfast forums to explore community 
response to the challenges and opportunities of Assembly 
Bill (AB) 109. In 2011, Governor Brown signed Assembly 
Bills 109 and 117, historic legislation that has helped                 
California close the revolving door of low-level inmates       
cycling in and out of state prison. AB 109 is The Cornerstone 
of California’s Solution to Reduce Overcrowding, Costs, and 
Recidivism as related to California prisons. 
 

The success of AB 109 to fulfill its objectives depends on community participation in the              
process of assimilating returning inmates into their communities. Effectively providing                
housing, employment, health and educational opportunities, recovery from addiction resources, 
and mentoring services help facilitate a smooth re-entry process. A smooth re-entry in turn will 
help reduce recidivism and reclaim the lives of former inmates into productive citizens. 
 

The Breakfast Forums will provide opportunities for the community to be in dialogue with 
community leaders to explore the implications of AB109 and begin organizing for effective 
community participation. The first community-wide breakfast forum will be at the United 
Methodist Center, 205 N. Fowler, Bishop at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, March 5th. The breakfast is 
free and open to the entire community. See you there! 

~Pastor Caddy Jackson 

Inyo Sesquicentennial Celebration 
 

Inyo County has many events and projects planned to help celebrate 
our 150th anniversary this year. One project is a commemorative 
keepsake publication that will include special pie recipes from            
members of our community, along with a collection of stories                   
regarding the rich and deep history of Inyo County. 
 

Please consider contributing to the keepsake with a special pie recipe 
you would like to share. Family traditions and customs are an        
important part of our heritage and publishing a collection of special 
family recipes is a perfect way to help honor and preserve the past. 
 

A recipe form is available at the Church Office or at bishopumc.org. Our goal is to have the 
books printed and ready for distribution at the County’s 150 celebration at the Independence 
Courthouse on March 22, 2016. Submissions bust be returned by Wednesday, February 10. 
 

If possible, please also send a photo of a completed pie from your recipe and a photo of                
yourself and / or a member of your family from which the recipe originated that can be used in 
the Keepsake. These can be submitted electronically via email or a hard copy can be mailed 
which will be returned to you. Thank you for your help putting together this important part of 
the County’s celebration. Please contact David Woodruff with submissions or questions at        
760-920-8061 or PO Box 525, Independence, CA, 93526. 
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Bishop United Methodist Women 

 

February 2016 
 

 
We hope your year has begun well. As you can see elsewhere in the newsletter, UMW has 
plans. If you want to be part of the planning, please let us know about your ideas. You can    
always leave a note for us in the church office, if you don't know a board member to contact. 
  

Meanwhile, at our next meeting (February 9th, 10 a.m. in the Adult Lounge), we'll set a budget 
and determine some future plans. We'll look at a combined pledge letter / ballot, which will 
reach you this month. 
  

In How Is It With Your Soul? (being studied by the Gleaners at this time), we are asked to 
mentor others. In the January 2016 issue of response magazine (the UMW magazine),              
Harriet Jane Olson wrote about the women who have shaped our lives and mentored 
us. Sometimes, we have to step outside our comfort zones (as Olson wrote), and that's what I'm 
asking you to do.  
 

I never planned to be President of UMW, yet here I am. Are you ready to step out and try a 
new leadership role? Are you ready to connect with others in new ways? We can use your    
ideas and your help. If you are asked, I hope you say “Yes!” If you have yet to be asked, I hope 
you'll volunteer. We can provide training and guidance. If you're willing to be a co-leader, that 
can also work well. Just let Pat G. or Sharon T. know, and we'll be delighted to bring you into 
the circle. 
  

It's all about faith, hope, and love in action. Is it your time to have a bigger part in the United 
Methodist Women's organization? 

 ~Karen S. 

Upcoming UMW Events in February: 
 
 

Feb. 2 — Gleaners will meet at 10 am in the Bishop Adult Lounge.  Please read pp. 75-84 
of How Is It With Your Soul? Think about how you'd like to see the world transformed 
(beginning with ourselves, of course)! 
 
 

Crafty Ladies will meet on the first three Thursdays (February 4, followed by lunch at a 
restaurant, February 11, February 18) for crafting in the Education Buildting, with a planning 
session on the last Thursday (February 25). 
 
 

February 9 — The Board will meet at 10 a.m. in the Bishop Adult Lounge. 
 
 

February 25 — UMW  Lunch and Program — Noon in Bishop Adult Lounge  
 

All women are invited to have lunch and enjoy a program presented by Sarah Sheehan and 
Janna Van Nest about their work in Uganda, Africa.  
 

To arrange child care for any UMW event, please call the Church Office. 
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United Methodist Women’s Retreat in the Works  
 

Hello Ladies! I hope you are ready to relax after the busy Holiday season.  
 

Keep your eyes and ears ready, because we will be announcing the dates for our 3rd Annual  
Ladies Retreat very soon! All of the women of the Eastern Sierra Shared Ministry are welcome 
and invited. It will be in the Spring of 2016. 
 

This year’s theme is Lavender Springs Spa. We will be studying the book of Psalms. Be                 
prepared to relax and open your hearts to the Word of God as we come together in fellowship 
and prayer. As you know our past retreats have been a unifying uplifting experience filled with 
fun activities and thought provoking study. 
 

We've laughed, shed a few tears, and really had a great time.            
Together, we enjoy an environment of encouragement and a safe 
place to communicate from the heart. 
 

Please invite friends and family to join us! Thank You and we'll 
keep you posted! 

~Brenda M. 

 
 

Spiritual Growth Notes by Sue C.  
 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR from my side  
of the white picket fence!   

  
 

The folks in one of the prayer groups that I participate in lately have been discussing                     
accountability. Since many of us make resolutions or at least attempt to make some changes at 
the first of the year, I thought I'd share a couple ideas with you.   
  

Here in the convalescent / rehabilitation center, “my” space is small and restricted.                           
Nevertheless, I have a good bit of stuff; sometimes it looks like clutter. I watch TV evangelists 
and worship with them. Here are some thoughts from those experiences: 
  

“God did not clutter my life.   
Impatience is the #1 happiness killer.   

Jesus says to hurry only when we are to settle matters with our adversaries. 
We are to ‘ruthlessly eliminate hurry’ from our life.” 

 

So … follow the scriptures and “Be not weary in well doing!” Keep on keepin' on and again, 
Happy New Year! Hugs and blessings! 

~Sue C. 

 

Are you interested in attending the Western Jurisdiction UMW  
Meeting in Salt Lake City in April for a time of fellowship,             
worship, celebration, and learning?  
 

If enough ladies want to go, we will carpool and drive together 
to the event, and split the cost of hotel rooms. To learn more   
specific details about the event, see wjumw.com. For more                 
information about attending the event together with other             
Eastern Sierra women, call EvelynMae N. or the Church Office. 
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March 12, 2016 — 6:30 - 8:45 PM 

The Methodist Center at Bishop First UMC 
205 N Fowler Street in Bishop 

  

Live Auction  Silent Auction 
Desserts & Appetizers 

  Free Door Prizes        Free Tickets 
  

  

Our 2016 Eastern Sierra Community Auction is fast approaching! 
  

Mark your calendar now, so you don’t miss out on the fun! We have a professional auctioneer, 
lovely desserts and appetizers, lots of free door prizes, and many wonderful items to bid on.  

We need your help to make this event a wonderful success,  
benefiting our community missions and ministries. 

  
  

For example:  
  

Think of your favorite hairdresser, shop, dentist, local packer, or anyone you do business with  
in the community, then take them a poster, some FREE tickets, and a donation form!  

You can pick up the form, or they can email or fax it to the Church office. 
  

You can bake a pie or dessert, or offer to bake a pie a month for silent auction.  
You can create a gourmet dinner for four. What about a mystery dinner? 

  

Don’t like to bake? Think about what else you could donate to the Auction.  
For example: Donate original art, matted and/or framed. Dog sitting. Gift certificates. 

Gift cards. A day of fishing in your boat. An old vehicle. Your handyman / woman services,  
art or music lessons, house cleaning services, or any other talent you possess.  

Do you have a vacation place you can donate for a few days? The ideas are endless!  
 Please note: this year we will not be accepting collectibles. 

  

It is time to get creative! 
Credit Cards will be accepted for all Auction items.  

10% of proceeds will go to the National Wounded Warrior Center in Mammoth. 
Child Care Available with a Reservation    —     Call 760-872-7701 

  

Tickets, posters, and donation forms are available in the Church office and at the  
AUCTION table in the Methodist Center every Sunday during Fellowship. Thank you! 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
 

Volunteers Needed!  Please note how you can help, and return this slip to the Church Office.  
 

Provide food for the Refreshment Table:       ___ Appetizers       ____ Desserts 
 

____ Help set up on Saturday afternoon, March 12 (Arranging auction items on tables. No heavy lifting.) 
 

Short shifts during the Auction:     ___ Greeter        ___ Runner        ___ Cashier        ___ Bid Spotter  
   
   

Name _______________________________________    Phone: ____________________________ 
 
 

Email Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 
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Calendar of Events  
Pioneer Memorial UMC 

 

Date Time Event / Location 

 Wednesday, 2/3 Noon 
3:00pm 

Pioneer Express Lunch / Social Hall 
Shared Ministry Team Meeting / Bishop Adult Lounge 

 Thursday, 2/4 9:00am  
Noon 
6:00pm 

Finance-Trustees / Social Hall 
Bible Study / Social Hall 
Faith Club / Ray’s Den 

 Sunday, 2/7 9:30am 
10:45am 

Communion / Sanctuary — SOUPER Bowl Sunday 
Potluck! / Social Hall 

Wednesday, 2/10 9:30am 
 
Noon 

Commodities / Sierra Baptist Church 
Please bring donations by 9:25am. 
Community Ash Wednesday Service / Sanctuary 

 Friday, 2/12 5:30pm Eastern Star / Social Hall – This is a closed meeting. For 
more info, please call EvelynMae. 

Sunday, 2/14 9:30am 
11:00am-
1:00pm 

Worship / Sanctuary  – Happy Valentine’s Day!   
Valentine’s Day Brunch / Social Hall 
All are welcome! Donations will support our mission and 
ministry in the community.  

Thursday, 2/17  Noon 
6:00pm 

Bible Study / Social Hall 
Faith Club / Ray’s Den 

Sunday,  2/21 9:30am Worship / Sanctuary   

Thursday,  2/25 Noon  Bible Study / Social Hall 

 Sunday, 2/28 9:30am Worship / Sanctuary  

This Month’s Communion Love Offerings: 
 

Black College Fund — After the Civil War, the Methodist Episcopal Church organized the 
Freedmen's Aid Society to educate newly freed slaves. From 1866-1882, it created 70+ schools 
in the South and Southwest. Today, 11 of these historically black colleges and                                               
universities continue educating people from all backgrounds.  
 

Africa University Fund — Located in Zimbabwe, this is the first fully accredited United 
Methodist-related institution in Africa. Students gain general and professional knowledge and 
skills, and are encouraged to grow in spiritual maturity and develop sound moral values, ethics, 
and leadership qualities. Their education helps them harvest hope across the continent and 
around the world.  
 

For more info, please see umcgiving.org, and click “Apportioned Funds,” and “Black College 
Fund” or “Africa University Fund.” 


