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Newsletter for January 2016 
Pioneer Memorial UMC: Sunday Worship at 9:30 a.m. 
Location: Corner of Center and Washington, Independence 
 

Bishop First UMC: Sunday Worship at 9:30 a.m.   
Location: Corner of Fowler and Church, Bishop 
 

Big Pine Community UMC: Sunday Worship at 4:00 p.m.  
Location: Corner of Crocker and School, Big Pine 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Get Weekly News Delivered to Your E-mail! 
 

To sign up for our Weekly E-News updates, enter your email 
address in the request box on the home page at bishopumc.org.  

 

Save paper and postage by switching to an email version                       
of the monthly newsletter, too!  

 

To modify your subscription, contact the Church Office. 

Please send articles, ideas, and                 
detailed event information  

to a church office by              
January 20.  Thank you! 
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  Eastern Sierra Shared Ministry Newsletter     January 2016 

Independence   —   Big Pine   —   Bishop 
 

Sharing God’s love with the people of the Eastern Sierra 

Have a question?  
 

Contact the Bishop Office at 760-872-7701  
Big Pine at 760-938-2320,  

Independence at 760-878-2236. 
 

Bishop Office Hours: M-F, 9am-1pm 
 
 

Need a Pastor outside of office hours?  
 

Call any Church Office and leave a voicemail,  
and we will respond when able.  

In case of emergency, call any Church Office and dial 9. 

Contemplating Communion 
 

On the first Sunday of each month, and sometimes on other holy days, we celebrate the Lord’s 
Supper together as a worshipping community. There are a variety of ways to receive God’s 
grace through the bread and cup. Working with the Worship Committee, we have chosen to  
receive communion by “intinction,” by dipping a piece of bread (regular or gluten-free) in the 
chalice (pasteurized grape juice to accommodate those who do not use alcohol) and partaking 
of both together. (There is a separate cup for gluten-free bread to avoid cross-contamination.) 
In Big Pine and Independence this is not new, but it is a change in Bishop, so we wanted to 
take a moment to explain.  
 

In order to honor the environment and our communion stewards’ time, we have stopped 
using individual communion cups and have switched to using a common cup. 
 

In order to reduce the potential of sharing germs, we cup our hands and receive the 
bread from a pastor (who uses hand sanitizer directly beforehand) rather than have everyone 
touch the loaf to take a piece. We fill the cup full enough to see the level of the juice in order  
to avoid finger dunking.  
 

In order to keep service time shorter for those who are limited by illness or mobility, we 
have tried a few different methods of “traffic flow” to speed up the serving process.   
 

We are thankful for our communion stewards, who provide bread and grape juice, set the table, 
usher, and help serve alongside weekly liturgists. Dorothy, who served in this capacity in             
Independence for many years, found the practice of preparing the communion elements to be 
an important part of her spiritual life, as she prayed for our congregation and all who would 
receive the bread and cup. If you would like to participate in this meaningful part of our life of 
faith, or if you have any questions or concerns about worship, please speak with the Pastors or 
share feedback with Sandee B. (Independence), Pat C. (Big Pine), or Donna T. or another 
member of the Bishop Worship Committee.  

Upcoming Worship  
Opportunities:  

 

  January 10 
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22  

 

January 17  
1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

 

January 24  
1 Corinthians 12: 12-31a 

 

January 31  
1 Corinthians 13: 1-13 
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 Thank  You     Thank  You 
 

Thank you to everyone (all 77 of you) who attended  
the All Church Christmas Dinner. We want to thank our  

fantastic kitchen crew – we couldn't have done it without you.   
 

Thanks to Marti and Bill Holton, Carolyn and Chuck Hunnewell,  
Toby and Cody Robinson, Karen and Rick Scott, Sharon Talbot, 

Barbara Walker, Winn Weaver, and Jeff Wilson. 
 

~Dorothy and Lloyd Wilson 
 

Thank you;  
thank you for all  

the Christmas cards,  
get well wishes, emails,  

and words of encouragement  
that you  have sent us recently.  

 

Support from friends  
and family makes a huge  
difference in my attitudes  

and accomplishments.  
 

Thank you! Bless you!  
We appreciate your  

continued prayer support.  
 

Happy New Year! 
 

Love,  
Sue Camphouse 

Holiday Greetings  
 

Every year, a Christmas Card Tree is available in the Bishop and  
Independence Fellowship Halls. Thank you to all those who  

participated by sending Christmas greetings to the church family  
and donating money you save on cards and postage to ministry.   

 

This year, we enjoyed holiday greetings from the following:  
 

Sally Benson, Dexter & Emily Braffet, Karin & Doug Coy,  
Peter & Roberta Cummings, Gail Dull, Harry & Susan Holgate,  

Inyo County Health & Human Services, The McPhee Family,  
Russ & Bobbi Meader, Rick & Karen Scott, Mary Lou Sipherd,  

Fee Sneddon, Joan Stathem, Donna & Tom Turner,  
Barbara Walker, Mike & Linda Weier, and Ann Zack. 

We have so much to be grateful for!  
 

For the cards, treats, gifts, and donations to mission 
in our name, from so many of you! 

 

For the beautiful poinsettias in the sanctuary!  
 

For the opportunity to donate poinsettias  
to those in need of some extra joy!  

 

For lots of teddy bears (and other fuzzy friends)  
that comforted folks at the Longest Night service!  

 

For the gift of music! 
 

For lay persons who lead worship so that  
we can rest and be renewed for ministry! 

 

For the opportunity to be in ministry with all of you! 
 

Thank you for sharing your love and care with us.  
 

~The McPhee Family 
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Pioneer Express Lunch 
 

 Wednesday, January 6 — Noon to 1 pm — Independence Social Hall 
 

For just $9 per person, enjoy a delicious meal, dessert, and beverage,  
prepared with love by Ellen Harrison. Gluten-free and vegetarian options 
and take-out are available. Proceeds support Pioneer Memorial UMC’s 

mission and ministry in the community. See you there! 

January Studies 
 

The first week of January will include a short overview of Islam and their holy book, 
the Qu’ran. You will have an opportunity to sign up later for a more lengthy evening 
series on World Religions and interacting with people of various faith traditions.  
 

We will be starting a 4-week study the week of January 10th based on Romans 8,           
using Mark Batterson’s book, If: Trading Your If Only Regrets for God's What If  
Possibilities. You can learn more at his website: IFbook.com. For more information, 
watch next Sunday’s announcements in the worship bulletin.  
 
 

The Faith Club  
 

We typically meet 6:00-7:30pm on the first and third Thursday of month at Ray’s 
Den in Independence (405 N Edwards). We gather to ask hard questions and discuss 
issues of faith and belief openly and honestly in a safe space, with others who are 
seeking truth and knowledge. We currently reading The Sisters of Sinai. Please read 
through Ch. 21 for our gathering on 1/7, Ch. 26 for 1/21, and the end of the book for 
2/4. On 2/4, please bring ideas for future books to study. All are welcome!  

Planning for a New Year of Ministry!  
 

“Holly Berry” Fundraiser Follow-up Meeting      
 

Sunday, January 10, after worship in the Bishop Adult Lounge. Whether you have feedback, 
want to volunteer for next year, or just have ideas for ways to improve for next year’s  

Home Tour and Country Store, your input is welcome!  
 
 

Eastern Sierra Community Auction Planning Meeting      
 

Sunday, January 17 after worship in the Bishop Adult Lounge. The Auction will be held  
on Saturday, March 12, 2016. We need your help to make this event a success!  

 
 

“Friday Nite Live” Fellowship Planning Meeting      
 

Sunday, January 24 after worship in Bishop Adult Lounge. Stay and help plan 2016 activities. 
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Happy New Year! 
 

We hear a lot of talk about “New Year’s Resolutions” this time 
of year. In a few weeks, we’ll be hearing about all of the broken 
resolutions that didn’t “stick.” Did you ever wonder why New 
Year’s Resolutions are so hard to follow? It is because we try to 
transform our lives all by ourselves!  
 

As Christians, we understand that true transformation only comes from God, as we live out 
discipleship in community with other faithful people. This is why John Wesley, the founder of 
the Methodist movement, would begin the New Year with a “Covenant Service.” The heart of 
the service, focused in the Covenant Prayer, enables persons to commit themselves anew to 
God. Wesley modified an existing prayer by Puritan writer, Richard Alleine, and the prayer is 
now included in a much longer liturgy which is found in the United Methodist Book of               
Worship.  
 

We used a shortened version of the service as part of our communion liturgy for the first             
Sunday of January. The full text of the liturgy we used is printed on the following page. If you 
haven’t already, we invite you to make a new covenant with God, and commit yourself again 
to God’s service.  
 

You are welcome to use the space below to focus your commitment in a specific way and post 
this page somewhere you will see it each day, as a reminder of your covenant with God, which, 
by God’s grace, you will be enabled to work toward in each new day. May God bless each one 
of you in this new year, as you seek to grow more deeply into the life of discipleship.  
 

In Christ’s Love,   

Pastor Erin & Pastor Matt 

My Covenant With God: 
 

You are encouraged to make this covenant not only in your heart,  
but in word; not only in word, but in writing. When you have done this,  

sign it and keep it as a reminder of the holy agreement between God and you,  
that you may remember it during times of doubt and temptation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Signed: _______________________________________   Date: __________ 
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 Renewing Our Covenant With God 
(This liturgy was used prior to communion on Sunday, 1/3/2016) 

 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, the Christian life is redeemed from sin and consecrated to God. 
Through baptism, we have entered this life and have been admitted into the new covenant of 
which Jesus Christ is the Mediator. He sealed it with his own blood, that it might last forever.  
 

On the one side, God promises to give us new life in Christ, the Source and Perfecter of our 
faith. On the other side, we are pledged to live no more for ourselves but only for Jesus Christ, 
who loved us and gave himself for us. 
 

The almighty God searches and knows our hearts. Through Christ, God has offered to be your 
God again if you would allow it. God has given the Lord Jesus Christ as the way and means of 
coming to God. From time to time we renew our covenant with God, especially when we                 
reaffirm the Baptismal Covenant or gather at the Lord's table.  
 

Today, we meet, as the generations before us have met, to renew the covenant that binds us to 
God. Let us make this covenant of God our own. Let us begin by confessing our sin and com-
mitting ourselves again to God’s service: 
 

O God, Searcher of our hearts, you have formed us as a people and claimed us as your own.  
 

As we come to acknowledge your sovereignty and grace, and enter anew into covenant with 
you, reveal any reluctance or falsehood within us. Let your Spirit impress your truth on our 
inmost being, and receive us in mercy. Forgive our unfaithfulness in not having done your 
will.  
 

The Lord has promised mercy to you, if you will turn to God with your whole heart. 
 

Gracious God, I covenant with you that no known sin shall be allowed in my life. In your 
power, I will watch all temptations that threaten to lead me away from you. All your laws are 
holy, just, and good. I therefore take them as the rule for my words, thoughts, and actions, 
promising to strive to order my whole life according to your direction, and not allow myself 
to neglect anything I know to be my duty.  
 

My friends, this is your opportunity to renew your commitment to Christ as his servants. Give 
yourselves to him, that you may belong to him. Christ has many services to be done. Some are 
more easy and honorable, others are more difficult and disgraceful. Some are suitable to our 
inclinations and interests, others are contrary to both. In some we may please Christ and 
please ourselves. But then there are other works where we cannot please Christ except by 
denying ourselves. Today, we come into God’s presence, trusting that Christ will give us our 
place and our work. And so, let us pray the Covenant Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition,              
committing ourselves again to God’s holy purposes, as participants in God’s holy plan for           
creation: 
 

I am no longer my own, but yours. Put me to what you will, place me with whom you will. 
Put me to doing, put me to suffering. Let me be put to work for you or set aside for you, 
Praised for you or criticized for you. Let me be full, let me be empty. Let me have all things, 
let me have nothing. I freely and fully surrender all things to your glory and service. And 
now, O wonderful and holy God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, you are mine, and I am 
yours. So be it. And the covenant which I have made on earth, Let it also be made in              
heaven. Amen.  
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Volunteer Sound Technician 
 

This ministry helps ensure full participation for 
those with hearing difficulties, the home bound, 

Sunday School teachers, and others who are  
unable to attend worship on a regular basis.  

Contact Chris L. and volunteer for  
one Sunday every 4-6 weeks to work the  

Bishop Sanctuary sound system for Worship. 
Complete training will be provided. 

2016 Flower Calendar!   
 

We are in need of volunteers to donate altar flowers in Bishop! 
Add your name to the Altar Flower Calendar (in memory or  

honor of someone special) in the office hallway or call Linda in 
the church office. Please print your information clearly. Thanks!   

 

Sign up to provide snacks and/or Host Fellowship Time! 
 

 Hosting is a wonderful way to get to know one another.   
Teaming up with friends is fun, too.  

Sign-up on the poster in the Fellowship Hall in Bishop or Independence! 
For more information, talk to Marlene S. or Sandee B.  

Communion at Southern Inyo Hospital 
 

Pastor Erin and others gather at the Skilled Nursing Facility at 
Southern Inyo Hospital on the third Thursday of each month, to 
share worship, fellowship, and communion with the residents of 
the Skilled Nursing Facility. As of this writing, there are no             
residents at SIH. However, the hospital is planning on the patients 
returning in a few weeks — we just don’t know if it will be           
before January 21st. Please watch the Independence worship            
bulletin to see if communion is happening in January. Please                            
continue to pray for the staff and former residents, who are in the 
midst of transition. Thank you for your compassion!  

Do you like to knit or crochet? 
 

Put your skills to good use by joining the Knit Wits’ prayer shawl 
ministry.  You can even participate from home! To learn more 

about this meaningful way to care for those in need, and to receive 
prayer shawl patterns, contact Donna T. or the Church Office. 
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 Lay Shepherd Ministry Program 
 

At Bishop UMC, we have a very special Lay Ministry program, through 
which church members and constituents are included in Neighborhood 
Care Groups based generally on geographical location.   
 

The main purpose of this program is to provide care and assistance to our 
church family when a need arises. This can come in the form of                   
providing meals, offering transportation to doctor’s appointments,                
grocery shopping, etc. When there is a death in the family, the               
Neighborhood Care groups take charge of any reception that may be             
requested by the family following a memorial service. Occasionally,           
you may get a call from your group leader to see if you are available              
to help where needed.  
 

We also keep alert to any needs that might come up in our neighborhoods that may require a 
pastoral call – sort of the “eyes and ears” of the pastors. If you are in a spot where you need 
some help of any kind, please contact your Group Leader. If one is not listed, please call the 
church office. 
 

We encourage you to check the Neighborhood Care Group lists on the bulletin board in the 
Fellowship Hall to locate your group and your leader. If you don’t see your name, please            
contact any of the leaders listed there. We want to be sure everyone is included. 
 

Care Ministry at work…… 
 

In Van Loon Hall next to the north door, there is a display of Care Notes. These are notes that 
offer encouragement and support for a variety of needs. Topics change often, so please take a 
look and feel free to take any of the brochures that might be of help for you or a friend or           

family member. 

God be with you, ‘til we meet again …  
 

Three members of the Bishop congregation  
finished their course in faith and joined  

the great cloud of witnesses in December:  
 

Shirley Bourelle, Beverly Efsaif, and Ann Zack.  
 

Services of celebration for their lives are as follows:  
Ann — December 23, 2015 

Shirley — January 16, 2016 — 1:00pm 
Bev — Not yet scheduled.  

(Watch the worship bulletin for an announcement.)  
 

Please pray for their friends and family as they grieve and say goodbye.  
If you are able to help provide food for the receptions following  

Shirley or Bev’s services, please contact Bobbi M. or the Church Office. 

New Members will be welcomed into the Congregation soon! 
 

To learn more about church membership or schedule a time to join, call the Church Office. 
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Bishop United Methodist Women 
January 2016 

 

Happy New Year! December was a busy month, and I’m not sure what January will bring us. 
We appreciate your faithful support during the past year and hope we can count on it for the 
coming year. It has helped us be love-in-action in so many ways and in so many places. 
 

Our excellent treasurer, Alana F., resigned effective December 31, 2015. We wanted to  refuse 
the letter of resignation, but accepted it with regret, as well as with love and gratitude for her 
years of service. She will continue to work for and with UMW, but in other ways. If you would 
like to volunteer, or have a suggestion for a new treasurer, please contact the Church Office. 
 

Please watch for our membership letter in the mail, which will have additional information 
about upcoming  plans for 2016. 

~Karen S. 
  

 

Crafty Ladies will not hold regular meetings this 
month. However, we will have a planning session  

later in the month (tentatively on January 21st). 

Independence UMW BAZAAR – 2015  
 

Our annual Christmas Bazaar was held on December 4th. We had few new craft items to sell, 
so much of our success came from donations of gently used “White Elephants” and from those 
providing baked goods, soup, candies, and other treats. EvelynMae made wonderful scones 
which were served all morning during the Coffee Hour. A soup lunch, with one of Judy’s               
famous dinner rolls, served at least 39 people. EvelynMae did a wonderful job decorating the 
Hall in green and red using our round tables with Christmas tree centerpieces. Many days were 
spent working with the White Elephants.   

 

A very special thanks goes to all those working at the church and those who donated goods:  
Sandy A., Donna A., Sharon A., Laurie B., Deb and Ken B., Ann C., Jean C., Elaine D.,             
Jennifer D., Ellen H., Jenny I., Pastor Erin McPhee, EvelynMae N., Lillian S., Judy S., and 
Ginny S.. 

 

Sandy and Donna were in charge of the Food Table and worked well together (as you can see 
in the photo!), and Laurie and Sandee did cashier work and took several donations. Pastor Erin 
provided Alternative Christmas Gifts to mission, and sold “6 shares of pig, 3 shares of goat, 3 
shares of sheep, 5 flocks of chicks, 1 hive of bees, and a lone flock of ducklings or geese.” 
Sounds like a song to me!  

 

We thank God for our success. 
We are please to report that we 
made $2,339.65 for missions. 
Thank you to all who shopped, 
and all who gave of themselves 
to make this possible! 

~Sandee B. 
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A Lay Servant Ministries Event 
 

All Lay and Clergy are welcome!  
 

Saturday, February 27th, 2016 — 8:15 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.    
 

ORANGETHORPE  UMC 
2351 West Orangethorpe Avenue, Fullerton, CA  92833  

(714) 526-8317    
 
 

Jodi Cataldo, our Keynote Speaker, is Director of Laity in Leadership for 
Discipleship Ministries of The UMC. She works with Lay Servant Ministries, 
Lay Leaders, and Certified Lay Ministers to develop, support, and encourage 
both laity and clergy to equip the saints for ministry through transformational 
discipleship! In her keynote address, Shifting the Paradigm and Reclaiming 
Our Historical Roots, she will challenge us to look at the paradigm shift taking 
place in our church and encourage us to actively participate in reclaiming our 
historical Wesleyan roots through leadership in that movement. 
 

Workshop options include: 
 

Ministries of Social Justice by Pastor Gary Williams — Explore the Biblical mandates for 
justice throughout Scripture. Find out how, even in the face of injustice, restoration and           
redemption can confront inequalities. If every local church actively engages in social justice, a 
small mustard seed will be planted and tended, and will eventually conquer massive injustices.  
 

Whimiscal Worship by Rev. Jane Voigts — Who says church  shouldn’t be fun? Especially 
when we gather for worship? Voigts will explore a variety of ways congregations can inject 
laughter, “the spirit  of the child” (and maybe a goofy prop) into our praise of God.  
 

Giving Of Yourself Through Short-Term Volunteer Mission Service by Heather Wilson —
This Workshop will encourage you to explore working as a Volunteer in Missions, locally and 
globally. Heather will provide resources in training and leading people into mission and inspire 
you to more effective mission engagement in your community and beyond.  
 

Forming Young Leaders in the Church to be the Church by Rev. Melinda Teter Dodge — 
This workshop will offer an overview of the five generations present in today’s churches, and 
the skills needed to interact and communicate effectively with them. In particular, we will      
discuss practical tools and ways to work with young adults and youth.   
 

Attention, Certified Lay Servants: Recertification is available for those who are present for 
the entire event (no exceptions) and fill out and turn in the required form on site.  

 

More information on this event, the workshop leaders, and the  
Lay Servant Ministry program can be found online at: calpacumc.org/lsm.  

 

To find friends to Carpool with to learning opportunities, please call the Church Office. 

North District Training Days:  
All are welcome!  

 

Saturday, January 30, 2016 — Northridge UMC 
 

Saturday, February 20, 2016 — San Luis Obispo UMC 
 

Saturday, April 30, 2016 — Westlake Village UMC 

http://www.calpacumc.org/lsm
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Calendar of Events  
Pioneer Memorial UMC 

 

Date Time Event / Location 

Wednesday, 1/6 Noon Pioneer Express Lunch / Social Hall 
Enjoy a delicious, homemade meal for just $9 per person.  
All are welcome! 

Thursday, 1/7 9:00am 
Noon 
 
6:00pm 

Finance-Trustees / Social Hall 
Study / Social Hall  
Overview of Islam & the Qu’ran 
Faith Club / Ray’s Den  
Please read through Ch. 21 of Sisters of Sinai 

Friday, 1/8 6:30pm Eastern Star / Social Hall  
This is a closed meeting.  
For more info, please call EvelynMae. 

Sunday, 1/10 9:30am Worship / Sanctuary  

Wednesday, 1/13 9:30am 
 

Commodities / Sierra Baptist Church 
Please bring donations by 9:25am. 

Thursday, 1/14 Noon Bible Study / Social Hall  
Week 1 on Romans 8 

Sunday, 1/17 9:30am 
11:00am 

Worship / Sanctuary  
Church Council Meeting / Social Hall 
All are welcome, as we discuss ministry in 2016.  

Thursday, 1/21 Noon 
 
6:00pm 

Bible Study / Social Hall  
Week 2 on Romans 8 
Faith Club / Ray’s Den  
Please read through Ch. 26 of Sisters of Sinai 

Sunday, 1/24 9:30am Worship / Sanctuary  

Thursday, 1/28 Noon Bible Study / Social Hall  
Week 3 on Romans 8 

Sunday, 1/31 9:30am Worship / Sanctuary  

Wednesday, 2/3 Noon Pioneer Express Lunch / Social Hall (Tentative) 

Thursday, 2/4 9:00am 
Noon 
 
6:00pm 

Finance-Trustees / Social Hall 
Study / Social Hall  
Week 4 on Romans 8 
Faith Club / Ray’s Den  
Please finish Sisters of Sinai and bring new study ideas. 


