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Get Weekly News Delivered to Your E-mail! 
 

To sign up for our Weekly E-News updates, enter your email 
address in the request box on the home page at bishopumc.org.  

 

Save paper and postage by switching to an email version                       
of the monthly newsletter, too!  

 

To modify your subscription, contact the Church Office. 

Please send articles, ideas, 
and detailed event  
information to a  
church office by  

Nov 20.   
Thank you! 
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 Eastern Sierra Shared Ministry Newsletter  November 2016 
 

Sharing God’s love with the people of the Eastern Sierra 

Office Hours:  
 

One or both pastors are  
in Bishop Monday-Thursday.  

Meetings, bible studies,  
and visits are usually  

in Big Pine on Tuesday  
and Independence on Thursday.  

Friday is our day off.  
There are often needs that  
call us out of the office,  

so please make an appointment  
to meet with a pastor.   

Have a question?  
 

Contact the Bishop Office at 760-872-7701  
or office@bishopumc.org,  
Big Pine at 760-938-2320,  

Independence at 760-878-2236 

Bishop Office Hours: M-F, 9am-1pm 
 
 

Need a Pastor outside of office hours?  
 

Call any Church Office and leave a voicemail,  
and we will respond when able. In case of  

emergency, call any Church Office and dial 9. 

~Pastors Matt & Erin 

The Communion of Saints 
 

On Sunday, November 6th, we will celebrate All Saints Day, in honor of 
those who have joined the “Great Cloud of Witnesses” in the last year. We 
will light candles in honor of loved ones who have passed on, and share 
the sacrament of communion together.  
 

Pastors Matt and Erin will preach on Hebrews 11-12, which reminds us of 
God’s faithfulness to all generations, and encourages us to hold fast to the 
hope that God is present with and faithful to us, as well. All are welcome 
to participate in this memorable and moving worship experience, as we 
celebrate the saints, and commit ourselves to faithful discipleship, in the 
words of the old hymn: For the saints of God are folk just like me, and I 
mean to be one too. 
 

The community of faith is indeed a blessing, not only in times of joyful celebration, but in 
times of grief, loss, and struggle as well. If you need a helping hand, or if you know someone 
who is experiencing challenges, please contact us. Some new options for support during             
challenging times include the Caregivers’ Support Group, which meets every other Tuesday 
at 10am in Big Pine, and Grief Support Group, which meets every other Tuesday at 2pm 
in the Bishop Education Building. Both groups are led by Pat C, and she would welcome 
an opportunity to talk with you more about how these groups can offer strength for the journey.  
 

Remember — you are not alone! Whether in good times or hard times, we are on this road          
together. The saints of the last 145 years of ministry in the Eastern Sierra created the faith  
communities that we are blessed to have today. May we continue to grow ministries that will 
be just as much of a blessing for the next generation. Amen!  
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Halloween: Second Only to Christmas 
 

I thought this title would get your attention! My devotions have been focusing 
on our personal journey of faith and how it relates to the churches we serve. I 
felt it was time to start focusing on the community and culture we live in.           
According to researchers, America has a growing love for Halloween that has 
propelled this “holiday” in commercial sales and entertainment dollars past 
Valentine’s Day and Thanksgiving – landing it as the second most popular 
American holiday event. It is only bested by Christmas. 
 

My theory is that life is scary enough these days. There are real murders, attacks, abuse, and 
bloodshed all around our nation and world, which come to us instantly. People are stressed out 
about a multitude of problems in themselves and the world in which they live. The less at 
peace men and women feel, the more they seek release. So many are looking for a harmless 
scare,  a distraction that fully occupies their mind, even for a moment. Enter Halloween! 
 

As for Christians, it has long been disputed whether Halloween, and the evil spirits it can        
represent, should be celebrated in or around our homes and/or our churches. We had this           
debate in the churches we served over the years, and every year was a renewed debate which 
led us to an annual Fall Festival with what we called appropriate costumes for adults and           
children. No satanic horns or sexy nurses allowed. This looked like a carnival with games for 
the children and fellowship for the adults.   
 

The Fall Festival was our most successful evangelism event to community families we hosted 
each year. It drew more children, youth, and adults than anything else we offered at Christmas 
or Easter (with the exception of the Easter Concert and Egg Hunt). The majority of children 
and families walked from the neighborhoods around the church, and they invited their friends 
who drove to the church, so it reached more non-church folks than Christmas and Easter       
combined. It was a safe place for parents and grandparents to have some fun and meet our  
ministry staff and volunteers. 
 

After dunking the pastor in our dunk tank, I walked around and shared the love of Christ with 
these Fall Festival guests and the Gospel when an opportunity presented itself. I respect church 
leaders who abstain from Halloween events all together; however, I would like to remind us 
that Paul talks about being all things to all people for the sake of the Gospel.  
 

As Halloween continues to grow in our country and the entertainment industry uses death, the 
Walking Dead, and evil spirits to draw more movie audiences, Christians can use this cultural 
fascination to carefully and prayerfully talk with people about spirituality. After all, spiritual 
warfare that we know to be true is not a bunch of fictional characters running around in       
costumes or CG monsters. 
 

Rev. Mike Poteet [a Presbyterian minister (PCUSA)] in an article on Halloween in America, 
wrote the following observation. He makes a good point regarding the opportunity we might 
have when we host a Trunk or Treat event in our church parking lot:  
 

Halloween’s images of death are, for many, simply entertaining frights. Talking to the BBC 
about Universal Studios’ annual theme park of haunted mazes and “scare zones,” Mike Aiello, 
Universal’s director of entertainment, said, “A lot of people really enjoy it. I’ve always              
perceived someone being scared or wanting that adrenalin rush as the same as someone who 
wants to laugh … They’re two ends of a really dramatic, emotional spectrum — the laugh and 
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the scare — there’s a rush either way. And for those few moments when you’re experiencing 
that you’re not thinking about anything else.” 
 

Nothing would keep Christians, however, from seeing more in Halloween’s depictions of death 
and evil — vampires, witches, ghosts, even devils. Might they serve as indirect reminders that 
while “the cosmic powers of this present darkness” (Ephesians 6:12, NRSV) are real and we 
all will one day return to dust (Genesis 3:19), we have nothing to fear from sin, evil and death 
because God, in raising Jesus Christ from the grave, has triumphed over them all? 
 

Scripture says Jesus “disarmed” the powers of darkness and “exposed them to public disgrace 
by leading them in a triumphal parade” (Colossians 2:15). How humiliated was the devil, I 
wonder, by my nine-year-old self, clomping from door to door in blowup horns and too-big 
boots, asking for candy? 
 

Christians may never agree on whether they can or should celebrate Halloween. But we can 
agree with a stanza from “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” the famous hymn by Martin Luther, 
who sparked the Protestant Reformation when he posted his 95 Theses on, coincidentally,    
October 31, 1517: “The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him; / his rage we can 
endure, for lo, his doom is sure; / one little word” — Jesus Christ, the Word of God — “shall 
fell him.” 
 

So whether you celebrate Halloween, Fall Festivals, or a traditional All-Hallows Eve, at home 
or at your church, let us continue to pay attention to the Holy Spirit’s voice in our head and 
heart. Let us use everything we do to draw people of all ages closer to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
See this “holiday” as a chance to talk the real power over fear and death with those who will 
never come to Sunday morning worship – the Lord Jesus Christ – the Lord of the resurrection!   
 

Pastor Jim 
 

Halloween, continued: 

Save the Date: North District Leadership Training 
 

January 28th, 2017 at Northridge UMC   or   February 25th, 2017 at San Luis Obispo UMC 
(details and registration info to follow — carpooling is recommended!) 

Eastern Sierra Shared Ministry  
Charge Conference Meeting & Potluck 

 

Wednesday, November 30, 2016 — 5:30 pm 
Bishop — United Methodist Center 

Rev. Jim Powell, presiding 
 

Bring something to share for the potluck,  
as we celebrate all that God is doing in the  

Eastern Sierra Shared Ministry,  
and plan for what is to come in 2017! 
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Alternative Christmas Shopping List 

 

 

We give to family and friends because of the love we have for them and the bonds we share.   
We want to remember or acknowledge them with some “thing”, but most of us have too many “things.”   

The gifts of Alternative Christmas allow us to express love while we share our blessings with those  
who are in need both locally and throughout the world.   

 
 

See the tables and displays in the Methodist Center on  
Alternative Christmas Sunday, November 27th and December 4th, 2016 

 
 

We will provide a gift card that you may give to your friend or family member,  
acknowledging your gift in their name to a particular organization. 

You may make a gift in any amount you choose to any organization listed below. 
 
 

UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief)    Be There. Be Hope. 
 United Methodist sponsored disaster relief & self-help around the world.  ______  
 

Rev. Paul Jeffery – Missionary photojournalist reporting on how the church community struggles 
 for justice and peace in the midst of repression, violence and rapid economic and social change.   ______  

 

Imagine No Malaria – Provides Prevention, Education, Communication and Treatment to               
 eliminate death and suffering from malaria and other mosquito-borne illnesses.                ______  

East Congo Women’s Center – Help build a much needed women’s center in the East Congo  
 Conferences of The United Methodist Church. ______  

 

Heifer International – Ending Hunger, Providing Education, Saving the Earth    
A flock of chickens or ducks $ 20 ______  

 

Honeybees    30 ______  

 

One goat/sheep/pig  120 ______ 
 

One Heifer  500 ______ 
 

Other  (see Heifer International booklet) _______________________ ______ 
 

United Methodist Social Services – meeting human need in the Eastern Sierra through the Soup 
 Kitchen, Friendship Center, Re-Entry & Recovery Ministry, and Bishop Garden (any amount) ______ 

 

Re-Entry & Recovery Ministry – Reduce recidivism by providing low-cost housing, support,  
and hope for persons in the Inyo County Drug Court and Re-Entry Court programs.  ______

  

Friendship Center – Daycare for Alzheimer’s / Dementia sufferers, & respite for caregivers.  
Provide a scholarship for a client – any amount welcome! ______ 

      

Support our Children - Gifts for local children in need.  Any amount welcome.  ______
   

 

  
(Checks may be made payable to your local UMC.)        TOTAL    $ ______________ 

  
Name ______________________________________________________ 

 
Your contributions provide care and hope here and throughout the world.  Thank you!   

Please know that you are helping to share the Kingdom of God and the Gospel of Jesus Christ,  
and that gift is priceless! 
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2016 Flower Calendar!   
 

Donate altar flowers in Bishop in memory or honor of someone special!  
Print your name clearly on the Flower Calendar in the office hallway  
or call the Church Office. Arrangements can be ordered from Devon’s 

Flower Patch, purchased from another local store, or brought from home. 
If you need assistance with delivery, please let us know. Thanks!   

Sign up to Provide Snacks or Host Fellowship Time! 
 

 Hosting is a wonderful way to get to know one 
another. Teaming up with friends is fun, too.     
Sign-up on the poster in the Fellowship Hall  
in Bishop or Independence! For more info,  

talk to Marlene S. or Sandee B. 

Do you like to knit or crochet? 
 

Put your skills to good use by joining the Knit Wits’ prayer shawl 
ministry. You can even participate from home! To learn more about 
this meaningful way to care for those in need, and to receive prayer 

shawl patterns, contact Donna T. 

Volunteer Sound Technician 
 

This ministry helps ensure full participation for those with                         
hearing difficulties, the home bound, Sunday School teachers, 
and others who are unable to attend worship on a regular basis.  
Contact Chris L. and volunteer for one Sunday every 4-6 weeks 

to work the Bishop Sanctuary sound system for Worship. 
Complete training will be provided. 

Advent / Christmas Devotion Book 
 

We are continuing our partnership in creating and enjoying           
an annual book of devotions. It is a blessing to share our             

experiences and reflections during the Advent and Christmas! 
Please consider submitting a short devotion for the book. 

(Due Nov. 13.) Samples from last year are available.  
To sign up to write a devotion, or to learn more, please  
sign up in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday after worship,  

talk to the Pastors. 



7 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar! 

Fireside Friends  
Christmas Dinner 

 

Prime Rib and  
Pork Tenderloin 

Saturday, Dec. 10 — 5:30 pm 
Bishop Methodist Center 

 

Adults: $15    Children: $7.50  
 

Tickets available from Dorothy W.  
or the Church Office.  All are welcome! 

Sunday,  November 6th 
Daylight Savings Ends! 

 
Remember to turn your  
clocks BACK one hour. 

Worship Opportunities: 
 

Sunday, November 6 — Communion and All Saints Day Celebration 
Scriptures: Psalm 65 and Hebrews 11:29 - 12:2 

Special Music*: Chancel Choir; and Cliff B., vocal solo, with Bill Schuck, accompanist 
 

Sunday, November 13 — Abundance Sunday 
Scriptures: Deuteronomy 26: 6-15 and 2 Corinthians 9: 6-15 

Special Music*: Chancel Choir with Bill Schuck, accompanist 
 

Sunday, November 20 — Reign of Christ Sunday 
Scriptures: Jeremiah 23: 1-6; Psalm 46; Colossians 1: 11-20; Luke 23: 33-43 

Special Music*: Hosanna Handbells; Jean J., cellist,  
will present The Swan with Bill Schuck, accompanist 

 

Sunday, 11/27 — First Sunday of Advent 
Scriptures: Isaiah 2: 1-5; Psalm 122; Romans 13: 11-14; Matthew 24: 36-44 

Special Music*: Children’s Chimes Choir; Chancel Choir with Bill Schuck, accompanist 
 

* = at Bishop UMC 

All families with children  
are welcome and invited!  

 

Sunday, November 20, 2016 — 11am-Noon 
Bishop Methodist Center 

 

Make a family Advent Wreath, receive  
a family devotion and prayer resource,  

and enjoy Christmas music, hot cider, and  
decorating homemade Christmas cookies! 

 
Don’t miss out on this fun opportunity to kick off the holiday season!  

 

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1#hebrew_reading
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1#psalm_reading
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1#epistle_reading
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1#gospel_reading
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Children’s Chimes Choir  
 

Thank you to the Children’s Chimes Choir for leading us in 
worship on Sunday, October 23, with “Jesus Loves Me” 
and “The B-I-B-L-E.” It was such a joy to hear you play!  

 

There is still room for new ringers! All children who are 
in 3rd to 6th grade (or older) are invited to participate!            
Mrs. Macurda will teach you how to play chimes, read 
sheet music, and help you work as a team to create beautiful 
music together for worship!  
 

Weekly rehearsals are held on Sunday mornings at 11am          
in the Sanctuary – so make sure to enjoy a treat in the          
Fellowship Hall after Sunday School and head over! On 
days we play in worship, we meet at 9:10am to warm up.  
 

Child care is also available for younger siblings, if needed. There will be no practice on         
Sunday, 11/20, so that everyone can attend the Family Advent Party. For more information, 
please call Mrs. Macurda.  
 

Some have also asked about a children’s vocal choir – if you are interested in this possibility, 
please contact the Church Office to let us know. The Church Leadership Team is in the process 
of discerning options for our Family and Children’s ministries.   

Bible Study 
 

We are currently studying the parables of Jesus. On the week of Nov. 27, we 
will begin a new Advent study by Dr. James W. Moore. Watch for more on the 
Advent study soon!  
 

Classes are on Tuesdays at Noon in the Bishop Adult Lounge and 5:30 pm in 
Big Pine, and Thursdays at Noon in the Independence Social Hall. During           
Advent, we will also add a Sunday morning class at 11:00 am in the Bishop 
Adult Lounge. All are welcome!   
 
 
 

The Faith Club  
 

We typically meet 2:30-4:00 pm on the first and third Thursday of month at 
Ray’s Den in Independence (405 N Edwards). We gather to enjoy snacks as we 
ask hard questions and discuss issues of faith and belief openly and honestly in a 
safe space, with others who are seeking truth and knowledge. For more             
information, please call Linda at 760-878-2122. All are welcome!   
 

We are currently reading excerpts from Mystics, Visionaries, & Prophets: A     
Historical Anthology of Women’s Spiritual Writings, edited by Shawn Madigan. 
If you need help ordering a copy, please talk to Pastor Erin.  
 

On 11/3 we will discuss Sojourner Truth and Maria W. Stewart (Ch. 16-17). On 
11/17, we will discuss Garielle Bossis and Dorothy Day (Ch. 18-19). 
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********************************************************************************************************  

********************************************************************************************************  

Overflow Blessings Yard Sale was a huge success! 
 

Saturday, October 22, Overflow Blessings had a very large yard sale at Valley Presbyterian 
church. We had over 20 volunteers help make it a success. They were … ladies first I was  
always taught: Sally B., Joyce W., Kathy V., Leigh S., Marlene S., Bonnie B., Karin C., Val 
H., Bev M., Janet J., and Regina, Patty and Maddie (I don't know their last names). Men were 
Ron M., Caddy J., Gordon, Ken, Dean (I don't know their last names), Jim V., Steve S., and 
Dave B. 
 

Without their amazing, beyond measure help it couldn't have happened! THANK YOU ALL! 
We brought in $923.25 for all the hard work! WOW!!! Another THANK YOU to those who 
made donations to make the sale possible … Vicka and Dean S., Janet and Caddy             J., 
Alison and Dennis J., Harry and Alene G., and especially, John C! Also they are innumerable 
anonymous donors! Mustn't forget the shoppers, about 70! … THANK YOU! The proceeds 
all go to United Methodist Social Services.  
 

~Janet J., Volunteer Manager 

To the Bishop congregation and Pastors:  
 

Thank you so much for your warm welcome.  
We truly enjoyed being with you.  

We shared our experience with our church family 
and encouraged them to visit if travels took them to 

your area. Of course, ya’ll are welcome here  
if you’re ever in or around Houston. We are  

looking forward to visiting again next summer.  
 

In faith,  
Bobbi & Jerry M. 

The classrooms in Bishop, Big Pine, Benton, and Independence are so thankful for the  
Healthy Classroom kits you sent! We’re already getting sweet thank you notes like this one:  
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 “Faith in Action” Sunday A Success! 
 

Thank you to all who worked so hard to make “Faith in Action Sunday” such a special day!  

 

Methodists from all over the Eastern Sierra gathered in Bishop and Independence on Sunday, 
October 16, 2016 for  devotion and prayer, followed by a time of working on projects to 
benefit our local community, nation, and world.  
 

In the afternoon, we gathered at Big Pine Community 
UMC for worship, celebration, a slideshow created by 
Pastor Matt (with the help of our wonderful volunteer 
photographers) and a delicious baked potato bar             
dinner with potluck desserts. We also enjoyed a         
sermon and presentation from missionary Paul              
Jeffrey, as he shared how he is of witnessing to the 
work of the church around the world through photo-
journalism.  
 

Why take a Sunday away from our normal worship time to do service projects instead? 
This is just another way to witness to our gratitude for God’s love by sharing it with others in 
many different ways. We witness to our unity today, as we work together as a Shared Ministry 
to meet tangible needs of persons in our local communities, and throughout the nation and the 
world. 
 

Together, we shared God's love in many different ways throughout our communities, nation, 
and world. For example, 

 we baked more than 15 dozen cookies and wrote Christmas cards for 54 local military 
personnel serving overseas through the Bishop MOMS Club,  

 we prepared 53 healthy classroom kits that will be distributed to elementary classrooms 
in Bishop, Big Pine, Benton, and Independence,  

 we packed 71 hygiene kits for local persons in need,  
 we worked at the Bishop Community Garden,  
 we sent 250 pairs of shoes to communities in need throughout the world through Project 

Sole (that’s almost twice as much as last year!) 
 we visited and wrote encouraging notes to residents of the Bishop Care Center, 
 we knit and crocheted numerous hats, ear warmers, and scarves for persons who live  

outdoors during the winter,  
 and we made fall-themed door decorations for residents at the Skilled Nursing Facility in 

Lone Pine.  
 

And we also had folks volunteering their time by helping with the information table, taking 
photos, and leading devotions at the various work sites. Thank you to everyone for your hard 
work! We are participating in God’s work of transforming the world through loving service, 
and sharing God’s love with people here in our local community and around the world.  

 

“Faith in Action Sunday” is just a sampling of the ways that we serve and love God, by             
serving and loving other people, every single day. And already, we have heard great ideas 
from you of more projects that we can do next year, and in between these days of service. It is 
an opportunity for us to remember who we are and whose we are, to remember why we serve 
– out of gratitude for God’s great love for us – and to inspire us to go and do more, together. 
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Bishop United Methodist Women 

 

November 2016 
 

 

Missionary Paul Jeffrey’s recent sermon in Big Pine was powerful; his message and photos  
after the service were inspiring. We are aware of the many problems in our world, in part 
thanks to the reporting of our missionary. We are also aware of the joy of children, even in the 
midst of  uncertainty. To me, it demonstrates the power of faith and hope.   
 

How’s your faith? Is it growing or stagnant? Either way, there are many opportunities within 
our church life to keep faith strong, and to make it stronger still. Please take advantage of 
them, or check our library shelves in the Adult Lounge for something to read which can           
nourish your faith. No matter how much faith we have, it can help us provide hope for others.  
We can do this through our prayers. We can do this through our giving, whether in support of 
Paul Jeffrey or in support of a variety of mission projects. We can do this by being love in          
action, whether individually or in groups, such as dur ing our recent Faith in Action           
Sunday. 
 

Thank you for those prayers, those monetary gifts, and those worthwhile actions. You are very 
much appreciated. 

~Karen S., UMW President 

Gleaners will meet at 10 am in the Adult Lounge on Tuesday, November 1st.   
We finished our book last time and decided to wait until January to begin a new one.   

If you have a Thanksgiving poem or brief story you'd like to share, please bring it along.   

United Methodist Women:   
 

We are scheduled to host Fellowship Hour on Sunday, November 13th.   
Please help with cookies or other snacks, set up, serving,  

and / or clean up, as you are able. Thank you! 

Crafty Ladies will meet at 9 am in the Education Building on  
Thursday, 11/3, to finish last minute pricing and other preparation 

for the bazaar. Usually we lunch together on the 1st Thursday,  
so be thinking about that. We'll meet again on Friday, 11/4 at  

2:30 pm, to set up for the bazaar (in the UM Center). Those who 
are working at the bazaar will hear from one of us about when to 

arrive, etc., but feel free to contact Karen S. with questions.  
We'll plan a post-bazaar evaluation and celebration for a later date, 

but no craft sessions during the rest of the year. 
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Can you help with the Bazaar?  
 

Name  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Telephone Number ___________________________________________________________ 

 

□ SOUP LUNCH I will bring: 
   

______Chicken Noodle, ______Vegetarian Minestrone, or ______Chicken Tortilla Soup. 
 

□ DESSERT I will bring:  

 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Questions? Call the Church Office and leave a message for Penny. 

 
All Soups and Desserts will be accepted by 10 a.m. on Saturday, November 5th.  

 
**************************************************************************** 

□ BAKED GOODS I will bring: 

 
________ Pie, ________ Cookies, ________ Bread, ________ Candy, or ________Other 

 
Questions? Call the Church Office and leave a message for Ann or Fran. 

 

If possible, please bring in baked goods for packaging and pricing between 3-4 pm  
on Friday, November 4th. Otherwise, baked goods will be accepted by 8 am on  

Saturday, November 5th (or later if wrapped and priced). 
 

Please turn in this form to Offering Plate or the Church Office. Thank you! 

 

Bishop United Methodist Women 
present their annual 

Craft Bazaar, Bake Sale,  
Soup & Dessert Lunch 

 

Saturday, November 5, 2016 — 8 am to 2 pm  
Bishop United Methodist Center  

 

Hand-crafted Décor, Clothing and Gifts,  
Jazzy Jewelry 

The Twelve Baskets of Christmas 
TREASURES from Grandma’s Attic (Bargain Table) 

 

Soup & Dessert Plus Beverage (lunch starts at 11 am) — $8.00 
All proceeds benefit UMW Mission Projects (Local, National, and International) 
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Independence UMW  
Holiday Bazaar 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday, December 2, 2016 
8:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Independence Social Hall 
 

*Baked Goods   *Jams / Jellies  
 

*Crafts    *Brooms 
 

*White Elephant Gifts  *Christmas Decorations 
 

Be sure to enjoy Breakfast Pastries & Hot Coffee and Tea (available all morning) 
and a delicious Homemade Soup & Bread Lunch, served from 11am-1pm. 

 

Do you have clutter that needs organized in your house? Are you working on cleaning out that 
storage closet? If your home has become a gathering place for “White Elephants,” now is the 
time to help them find a new home! Donate your gently used items to the United Methodist 
Women for the “White Elephant Room” at the UMW Bazaar – get your house organized, and 
support local, national, and global mission! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Come and find a unique Christmas present for the special people in your life! When you arrive 
at the Bazaar at 8am on Friday, Dec. 2nd, there will be plenty of new (to you) previously used 
“treasures” waiting for you to peruse! The ladies of the church are busily creating all sorts of 
homemade crafts, sweets, jams, baked goods, Christmas decorations, and more for sale. Get 
there early to get one of our famous brooms, before they sell out! Breakfast pastries, hot          
coffee, and hot tea will be available all morning, and a homemade soup lunch will be served 
11am - 1pm. 

 

If you have white elephants, crafts, or goodies to donate to the sale, or if you would like to   
volunteer to help serve soup or work the sale, please contact Sandee or EvelynMae.  

 

In addition to physical gifts, a variety of Alternative Christmas gifts will also be available. A 
list of options is available on page 5. You will receive a donation card to share with your loved 
ones, showing them what has been given to mission in their honor. 

 

Best of all, you can feel good about all the money you spent Christmas shopping, because all 
the proceeds from the Bazaar go to Mission! See you there!  

 

White Elephant (noun) — 

An article, ornament, or household utensil 

no longer wanted by its owner. 

(American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language) 
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Calendar of Events  
Big Pine & Independence 

Date Time Event / Location 

Thursday, 11/3 Noon 
2:30 pm 

Bible Study / Indy Social Hall 
Faith Club / Ray’s Den 

Sunday, 11/6 9:30 am 

10:45 am 
4:00 pm 
5:30 pm 

Communion / Indy Sanctuary  

Potluck! / Indy Social Hall 
Communion / BP Sanctuary 
Alcoholics Anonymous / BP Library 

Tuesday, 11/8 10:00 am 
5:30 pm 

Caregivers Support Group / BP Social Hall 
Bible Study / BP Library 

Thursday, 11/10  9:00 am 
Noon 

Finance-Trustees / Indy Social Hall 

Bible Study / Indy Social Hall 

Friday, 11/11 5:30 pm Eastern Star Dinner & Meeting / Indy Social Hall 
This is a closed meeting. For more information, talk to 
EvelynMae. 

Sunday, 11/13 9:30 am 
4:00 pm 
5:30 pm 

Worship / Indy Sanctuary 
Worship / BP Sanctuary 
Alcoholics Anonymous / BP Library 

Tuesday, 11/15 5:30 pm Bible Study / BP Library 

Wednesday, 11/16 9:30 am Commodities / Sierra Baptist Church 

Please bring donations by 9:25am.  If you are unable to 
do so, please arrange another time with Pastor Bancroft.  

Thursday,  11/17 Noon 
2:30 pm 

Bible Study / Indy Social Hall 
Faith Club / Ray’s Den 

Sunday,  11/20 9:30 am 
3:00 pm 
 
4:00 pm 
5:30 pm 

Worship / Indy Sanctuary 
Independence Community Thanksgiving / Owens Valley 
School Multi-Purpose Room 
Worship / BP Sanctuary 
Alcoholics Anonymous / BP Library 

Monday, 11/21 5:00 pm Garden Work Party / Independence Community Garden 

Tuesday, 11/22 10:00 am Caregivers Support Group / BP Social Hall 

Sunday,  11/27 9:30 am 
4:00 pm 
5:30 pm 

Worship / Indy Sanctuary 
Worship / BP Sanctuary 
Alcoholics Anonymous / BP Library 

Tuesday, 11/29 5:30 pm Bible Study / BP Library 

Wednesday, 11/30 5:30 pm Charge Conference — Potluck & Meeting / Bishop 
United Methodist Center — all together!  


